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THOMAS HOCCLEVE, 



NEVER BEFORE PRINTED. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The MS., from which thefe Poems are fele£ted, came into 
the hands of the editor at the well-known au£fcion of Dr. 
Alkew's MSS. in 1785. By the arms on both fides of the 
cover the book appears to have belonged to Henry Prince of 
Wales, fon to James the firft. The circumftance of mod 
of the poems not being known to exift elfewhere has induced 
the editor to fpecify the contents of the MS. in his preface- 
that any other pofleflbr of any of thefe pieces may know 
them to be the fame, and have the option of communicating 
intelligence upon the fubje£t. 



ERRATA. 



Page 19. line 10. after editions infert by BertheleU 

25. line 15. fcarfe4y fliould be i^T\ntt:Afcar*fe»ly, 

aj. line penult, in notes, for ablative read ablative. 

30. turn the comma at the end of v. 36 into a colon. 

31. V. 54. for grace re^concyle read gra»ce reconcyle. 
37. V. 138. for deer read deere, 

43. V. 230. iovfogete vead/orgete, 

52. V. 374. for thir read th^r. 

S3' ^' 39^* ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^• 

54. V. 405. for difpUdifaunt read difplefaunt, 

58. line 3. after IL infert ESTOIT. 

Errors merely literal (as comentator, fVintownisy &c.) are not particularly 
fet forth. 



TO 



THAT INTELLIGENT 



FRIEND OF LITERATURE, 



GEORGE JOHN EARL SPENCER, 



THESE POEMS OF HOCCLEVE 



MOST SATISFACTORILY 



THEIR EDITOR INSCRIBES. 



PREFACE. 



A HIS publication contains fix poems, felefted out of feven- 
teen, which make the whole of a Mf. in the editor's poffef- 
fion, and were all written by Thomas Hoccleve. He is 
more generally called Occleve ; but his name is here fpelt 
as it (lands in the Mf. wherever this poet fpeaks of himfelf. 
Particulars of Hoccleve*s life have been very fparingly 
tranfmitted to us : fome of thofe too, which we have, are 
totally inconfiftent with many of his fentiments, as delivered 
by him in his poetry. Alfo the very time of his birth, and the 
duration of his exiftence, are left exceedingly at large by all 
who mention him. Yet both of thefe may be pretty nearly 
afcertained from what will occur in this feleftion. It is mod 
probable, that Hoccleve was born about the year 1370. 
The reafons for this conclufion will be fully fet forth in notes 

B to 
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to the paflages, whence the inference is drawn. From what 
our poet fays of himfelf *, he has been ftiled Chaucer's 
difciple. The age he was of, when firft honoured by the 
notice of this great mafter, does not appear ; but according 
to the computation of his birth, he muft have been thirty 
years old when Chaucer died. 

Pitts fays, that Hoccleve ftudied the law at Chejler^s 
Innj and was a writer to the Privy Seal for twenty years. 
His refidence at ** Cheftresf Inne by the Stronde" is teftified 
by himfelf in the introdu6tion to his poem de regimine prin^ 
cipum. That he belonged to the Privy Seal for a confider- 
able length of time in the younger and middle part of his 
life, is almoft manifeft from paflages in the poems now pub- 
lifhed. When he quitted this office, or what means of fub- 
fiftence he afterwards had, cannot be fo clearly determined. 
Pitts feems to infinuate, that he was provided for by Hum- 
phrey Duke of Glocefter, faying, " that he wonderfully 

♦ See teftimonies of Chaucer in Urry's edition, and Warton's Englijk Poetry^ 
vol. ii. p. 43. 

f This was one of the buildings pulled down to make room for the firft ereddon 
of Samerfet Hntfei but (according to Dugd alb's Orig. Jurid.) was once the town 
refidence of the Bifiops tf LitchfieU^ who were formerly called biihops of Chefier, 
[See Spelmam's Remains^ p. 21a at bottom, and Wright's edition of Heylin's Help 
to Englifi Ktftwyy p. 58 and 60 and 1 30.] This accounts for the name of the edifice ; 
but at what time it was converted into an Inn for law-fiudents, and whether it was 
only made a part of Stronde Inn, are drcumflances not fpedfied either in Dugdalb 

Or-SPELMAN. 

" celebrated 
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" celebrated this patron in his verfes." Both thefe things 
may poflibly be true ; but no fpecific vouchers are adduced 
for either — by Pitts. Mr. Warton indeed ftrengthens the 
latter aflertion by faying, ** Occleve in this poem [de regi- 
mine principum] and in others, often celebrates Humphrey 
Duke of Glocefter*." In thefe others (not feen by the edi- 
tor) Mr. Warton probably had grounds for what he ad- 
vanced ; but the poem de regimine principum makes no men- 
tion of Humphrey : nor was it at all likely that it ihould ; 
lince, at the time of Hoccleve*s promulgating that work, 
Humphrey was neither Duke of Glocefter, nor of an age to 
be a patron. In the editor's Mf. are two little poems, which 
were fent with this piece, one to the Prince of Wales (after- 
wards Henry V.) and the other to Prince John afterwards 
Duke of Bedford. There are paffages of the poem to Prince 
John, which almoft imply his being then under a tutor : 
and Humphrey was the youngejl of the princes. In all the 
feventeen pieces (contained in the editor's Mf.) there is cer- 
tainly not a word of Humphrey. Whatever was the fource of 
Hoccleve's fupport in the latter period of his life, it is 
pretty evident from the laft poem in this feleftion, that he 
could be little (hort of eighty years of age at the time of his 
writing it. One of the dates affigned to his aera in Tanner's 

* Hift. of £ng. Poet. vol. ii. p. 44. 

B ^ Bibliotheca 
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Bibliotheca is 1454; which is very likely to have been the 
year of his deceafe. 

Bale tells us, " that Occleve had imbibed the religious 
" tenets of Wicliff and Berengarius ;" and feemingly 
quotes a paflage from Walsingham to prove it. As the paf- 
fage (lands in the printed copies of Walsingham, it has been 
grievoufly mif-quoted by Bale. The hiftorian is fpeaking 
of Wicliff in the year 1381, and fays of him "reaffumens 
«* damnatas opiniones Berengarii et Ocklefe." This paf- 
fage would make WiclifF an Ocklcfian, inftead of Ocklefe a 
Wicliffian, and could never relate to our Hoccleve, then 
a boy not twelve years old. Indeed from comparing Wal- 
fingham with himfelf in his Tpodeigma Neujiria^ and with 
the Monk of EveJhanCs Life of Richard 11. the words " et 
" Ocklefe" feem rather fome blundering interpolation. Our 
author had fo little imbibed the tenets of that early reformer, 
that he freqi^ntly fhews himfelf much too violent againft 
WiclifTs followers. 

So many circumftances of Hoccleve's private life are dif- 
played in the fele£led poems, that the editor's principal 
inducement, for giving thefe particular pieces to the public, 
has arifen from his obferving fuch kind of matter to be con- 
tained in them. Private anecdotes in the leaft degree cha- 
rafteriftical are always amufing; and when they bring us 

acquainted 
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acquainted with peculiar habits and manners after the inter- 
vention of centuries, can hardly fail of interefting readers of 
curiofity. The fubjeft of the chief poem in this publication 
is the poet's own diflipated life. Nor is his propenfity to 
extravagance unaccountable, fince the example of thtfecond 
Richard's court was always before his eyes in his youth. 
Hardynge's Chronicle plainly fets forth the exceflive profu- 
fion of that unfortunate monarch. 

Truly I heard Robert IrelefFe fay 
Gierke of the greencloth, that to the houfehold 
Came every day, for the moft part alway 
Ten Thoufand folk by his mefles told 
That followed the houfc ay as they wold. 
And in the kechin three hundreth fervitours. 
And in eche office many occupiours. 

And Ladies faire with their gontilwomen, 
Chamberers alfo and launderers 
Thre hundreth of them were occupied then. 
There was great pride among the officers. 
And of all men for paflyng their compeers, 
Of rich array and much more coftious 
Than was before, or fith, and more precious. 

Yomen 
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Yomen and gromes in clothe of filke arayed 
Sattyn and damaik^ in doublittes and gouns, 
In cloth of green and fcarlet, for unpayed. 
Cut worke was great, both in court and townes, 
Bothe in mens hoodes, and alfo in their gounes, 
Broudur and furres, and goldfmith werke ay new 
In many a wyfe eche 'day they did renewe. 

The poetical merit of our author has been varioufly 
eftimated by thofe that have treated of it. It would be idle 
to refer to Pitts or Bale, as arbiters in this way ; but 
William Browne had an eafy vein of harmonious poetry, 
and cannot well be fuppofed an incompetent judge on the 
fubjedt. He has incorporated into his SbepherJ^s Pipe (pub- 
lifhed in 1614) a whole poem written by Hocclkve, tranf- 
lated from Gejla Romanorum^ and entitled I'he Story of Jo^ 
nathas. Browne foon after fays. 

Well I wot, the man, that firft 
Sung this lay, did quench his thirfl: 
Deeply, as did ever one, 
In the Mufes' Helicon. 

Mr. Warton (in his Differtation on Gefta Romanorum) 
diredly diflents from the writer of thefe praifes : yet his 

chief 
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chief reafon for doing fo feems not to be warranted by the 
real (late of the fa6t. His words are, " he [Hoccleve] has 
" given no fort of embelliftiment to his original." Had Mr, 
Warton found fault with the poet's mode of embellifh- 
ment, the editor would have felt adiffidence in a contrary 
opinion to that of fo able a critic ; but the general negation 
is certainly unfounded. Hoccleve indeed adheres clofely 
to the fubftance of the ftory, yet embellilhes it in various 
places by judicious infertions of his own, and of which there 
are no traces at all in his original. The tale would abfo- 
lutely appear in certain parts of it as if it had been muti- 
lated, were it not for thefe additional touches. In fome of 
them there is a flrain of pleafantry Amilar to that of 
Prior ; and which the modem poet in one inftance pro- 
bably copied. At the meeting of Jonathas with his para- 
mour, Hoccleve fays, that he 

rowned * in her ear, 
Nat wot I what, for I ne cam nat there. 

Prior fays in Downballj 

And Morley moft lovingly whiff er^d the maid. 
The maid ! was fhc handfome ? why traly fo-fo : 
But what Morley whifper'dy we never Jhall know. 

♦ Whifpcrcd. 

Prior 
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Prior had accefs to the Harleian Library, where he might 
as eafily have feen the Shepherd's Pipe^ as he did ^he Not- 
Browne Mayde. 

In his preceding volume of the Hiftory of Englifh Poetry 
Mr. Warton had fpoken unfavourably of the talents of 
HoccLEVE : he had called him " a feeble writer, as a poet,'* 
and gone fo »far as to fay, ** the titles of his pieces indicate a 
" coldnefs of genius." And might not fuch a remark be faid 
toindicate {omc degree of prejudice ? Many an admirable poem 
would (land in danger of being configned to oblivion, if an 
index expurgatorius fhould be framed from the bare infpe£lion 
of titles. The very perfon here ftigmatifed for coldnefs of 
genius is (a few pages after) defervedly commended by his 
cenfurer, for expreffing great warmth of fenfibility in fome 
Hnes to the memory of Chaucer. 

Mr. Warton's final fentence againfl: Hoccleve is 
grounded on fuppofing in him a total want of " invention 
" and fancy." The editor of the prefent fele£lion by 
no means prefumes to enter into competition with the judg- 
ment of fo eminent and ingenious a writer ; and, as far as evi- 
dence was equally open to both, acquiefces in the decifion of 
an infinitely fuperior authority. But there are ftrong reafons 
for believing, that none of the poems in the editor's Mf, 

(except 
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(except two of the fhorteft, already mentioned as fent to 

the Princes) could ever have been fecn by Mr. Warton*. 

Of the remaining fifteen the title only of one (in the words 

defuis prodigalitatibusj is in Tanner ; but, where the poem 

itfelf exifted. Tanner could give no intimation. The late 

Mr. Tyrwhitt, whofe accuracy in refearches of this kind 

needs not be expatiated upon, knew of no other Mf. in 

which any of thefe fifteen pieces were to be met with. Now 

had fome of thefe, efpecially fome of the prefent fele6lion, 

been feen by Mr. Warton, the editor really thinks, that 

this difcerning critic would have perceived more originality 

in HoccLEVE, than he deemed him poffeft of, and confe- 

quently have held him in a fomewhat higher degree of efti- 

mation. There is at leaft through the whole of this Mf. 

a negative merit, which Mr. Warton muft have accounted 

Angular in a poet of fo early a period : fince this very merit 

is alledged by himfelf againft allowing the authenticity of 

the poems called Rowley's. I mean, there are no ana- 

chronifms, " no incongruous combinations" in all thefe f 

poetical remains. 

I now 

• It maj be afked, why the editor did not offer Mr. Warton the ufe of this Mf. ? 
It was not in the editor's poffeifion, till a few years after Mr. Warton had publilhed 
bis third and laft volume. 

t The editor does not aflert, that Hocclevb was always free from any dcfed of 
this fort. In his Letter of Cupid (publifhed with Chaucer) this heathen god talks of 
angtU and the twelve apoftles^ of the Firgin Maty and the Devil. But this Letter might 

C hare 
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I now proceed to give the reader a lift of the contents pf 
the Mf. whence this fele6lion is made, and which feems to 
have been written about the middle of the 15th century. 

CONTENTS OF THE MS. 

A Complaint of the Firgin Mary ought to be number 
L but wants the beginning, which was probably an il- 
luminated leaf, and torn out for the fake of the illumination. 
To prevent this imperfe£lion of the volume from being ma- 
nifeft at firft fight, fome proprietor has tranfpofed the re- 
mainder of this piece into the middle of the next, and in- 
ferted it after the fecond leaf of what was properly the 
fecond poem, but of which the beginning now ftands frft. 
This fragment contains twenty- nine ftanzas of feven lines 
each, and ends thus : 

for your redemptioun. 
Cette compleynte paramount feuft tranflatee au 
comandement de Madame de Hereford* que dieu par- 
doynt. ^j^j^ 



have been lofl, or not known for HoccUve^s^ and was probably one of his mod youthful 
compofitions. There are in the editor's Mf. 2200 verfes on 1 7 different fubjedb, 
entirely clear of that abfurdity, which Mr. Warton deemed infeparable from the 
produdions of IhccUvet aera. If the contents of this Mf. had been all the remains 
of its author, they might have been made ufe 6£ as a very firong argument in reply 
to Mr. Warton's. 
* Madame de Herefmrd was probably Anne, daughter to Thomas of Woodflock* 

Duke 
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[This French colophon, and moft of the titles following, 
cannot poffibly be quite fo old as the poems, to which they 
are refpe£lively annext : fome of them perhaps were not 
older than the Mf.] 

II. Cette feuft fee au temps q Ic R. H. la v* q dieu 
pdoint feuft a Hampton fur fon primer paflage vers 
Harflete. 

This title (ftanding firft in the Mf.) belongs to a balade 
addreft to Sir John Oldcastell ; from whofe critical fxtu- 
ation at the time, as well as from the notoriety of the fub- 
jc6t, this balade may appear one of the propereft for pub- 
lication. But the editor has reje6ted it, as too great an impo- 
iition on the patience of his readers. It confifts of (ixty-four 
eight-line ftanzas, and is much more of a theological difpu- 
tation, than a poetical exercife : one ftanza may ferve for a 
fample of its argumentation : 

Duke of Glocefter ; who, on the death of her mother the Dutchefs, in Odober 
1399, feems to have afTumed the title of Coantefs of Hereford. The Lady fpoken 
of asfoch in Hardynge's Chronicle (198 b) could not well hare been any other. 
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Right as a fpe£lacle' helpith feeble fighte, 
Whan a man on the book redith or writ, 
And caufith him to fee bet* than he mighte ; 
In which fpe6lacle his fighte natf a bit 
But gooth thurgh J, and on the book reftith it ; 
The fa^me may men of ymages feye : 
Thogh the yma^ge nat the feint be, yit 
The fighte us myngith || to the feint to preye. 

So little does Hoccleve in this poem incline to Wicliffian 
principles, that in the zeal of papiftical orthodoxy he advifes 
Oldcastell to leave off ftudying " holy writ," and read 
Lancelot deLake §, or f^egece^j or the Siege** ofT^roie or Thebes. 
But if he will needs read the bible, he fends him to Judicum^ 
Regum^ Jofuej Judith^ Paralipomenon^ and Machabe •f-f ; than 
which he tells him, 

Mos^re autentic fhalt thow fyn^^de noon:|::|:, 
Ne§§ mo^re pertinent to chivalrie. 

♦ Better. t Not. J Through. || Reminds. See Lye's Junius. Ming. 

§ A famous book of chivalrie. ^ Vegetius. 

*♦ Poems on each of thefe fubjeds were afterwards written by Lydgate ; but the 
books here recommended were mod likely to have been Latin or French. 

ft In other words, Judges^ Kings^ 7^^% Judith^ the Ckronicks^ and the ATs- 
chabees, 

XX None. §§ Nor. 

In 
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In the fame poem we have the following line : 

Ye medle' of al thyng, ye moot* Jhoo the goes. 

This faying is ftated in modern books of proverbs to be 
Scotti/h. As there are alfo a few other words and phrafes 
ufed by Hoccleve, which are (till current in fome northern 
counties, and which do not occur in other writers co-tem- 
porary with our poet, it might incline us to imagine, that 
he was of northern parentage^. 
This fecond poem begins. 

The laddre of hevene 

IIL La male regie de T. Hoccleve 
(lands firft in the prefent fele£lion. 

IV. Cefte balade enfuante feud faite au tres noble Roy 
H. le V* q dieu pardoint le jour q les Seigneurs de fon 
Roialme luy firent lour homages a Kenyngton 
contains five eight-line ftanzas, and begins, 

The kyng of kynges - 



* Mufl. 

t In confirmation of this conje6hire it may be obferved, that Hocclough is the 
name of a pari(h in Northumberland. At the fame time it mud be owned, that 
there are other pariihes in more fouthem counties whofe names approach full as 
near to that of Hoccleve, and that many words and phrafes which now exifl only 
in the norths might in old times have been general over the ifland. 

V. Ce(tes 
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V. Cedes balades cnfuyantes feurent fkites au trcs 
noble Roy H. le quint q dieu pardoint, & au tres 
honorable compaignic du Jartier. 

The two balades, here coupled by a double title, confift 
of four eight-line ftanzas each, and the firft begins. 

To yow, welle of honur 

VI. Ad beatam Virginem. 

A penitential hymn of fifteen eight-line ftanzas, beginning 
Modir of lyf 

VII. Cefte balade enfuyante feuft faite toft apres que 
les ofles du Roy Richard feurent apportez a Weft- 
menfter 

contains fix eight-line ftanzas, and begins, 

Wher as that this land 

VIII is the laft of the feleftion. 

IX. Ad beatam Virginem. 

A prayer to the Virgin for her interceflion ; before the 
conclufion of which. Saint John is admitted to an equal fliare 
of the poet*8 adoration. Addrcffes to the Virgin in former 

times 
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times were couched in phrafes ftrangely figurative. Godric 
(hermit of Finchale) in the twelfth century ftyles her 
** Chriftes Bur" [chamber]: in the fifteenth our courtly 
writer to the Privy Seal converts this chamber into a palace^ 
and calls the Virgin " Paleys of Cry ft." The piece con- 
tains twenty feven-line ftanzas, and begins, 

Modir of God 

X. Ce feuft mys en le livre de Mons'. Johan lors no- 
mez ore Regent de France & Due de Bedford. 

This piece has already been mentioned, and exifts in one 
of the Mfs. in the Britifti Mufeum of the poem de regimine 
principum. It contains three nine-line ftanzas, and begins, 

Unto the rial 

XI has no title. It is a mere petition in verfe to a 
clerical Lord Chancellor* for a patent to have arrearages 
paid, contains three eight-line ftanzas, and begins, 

Fadir in God— — 

XII. Ceftes balade & chanceon, &c. 
fecond in the feledlion. 



Tlie Archbifliop of Canterbury [Fitzalan a younger foa of an Earl of Arundel] 
Lord Chancellor for three years from 1407. 

XIII. Cefte 
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XIII. Cede balade enfuyantc feuft mifc en le fin du 
livre del Regiment des princes 

(already mentioned, as addreft to Henry V. when Prince of 
Wales) is in all the Mfs. of Hoccleve's chief poem, which 
are perfe6t at the conclufion, though Number X. feems only 
to have been preferved in the Royal Mf. [17 D XVIII.], and 
in the editor's. The piece contains three eight-line ftanzas, 
and begins, 

O litil book 

XIV. Item au Roy, &c. 
fourth in the fele£lion. 

XV. A. de B, &c. 
fifth in the fele6tion. 

XVI. Cede balade enfuyante feut par le Court, &c. 
third in the fele6tion. 

XVII. Cede balade enfuyante feuft tranflatee au com- 
mandement de mon meiftre Robert Chichele*. 

This tranflated poem is a religious meditation, confifting 
of twenty ftanzas ; the firft of which being tolerably poeti- 
cal is here tranfcribed at length. 

♦ A perfon of this name was twice (in 141 1 and 1421) Lord Mayor of London, 
and probably brother to Henry Chichele made Archbiihop of Canterbury by Henry 
V. ; indeed he is exprefsly called fo in Wright's edition of Heylin. Weever (p. 409) 
gives us the infcription on his monumenti which records his general benevolence. 

As 
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As that I walkid in the monthe of May 
Befyde a grove, in an hevy mufynge. 
Flowers diverfe I fy* right frefti and gay, 
And briddesf herde I eek luftyly:}: fynge. 
That to myn her^te yaf || a confortynge : 
But evere' o § thoght me ftang unto the hertc, 
That dye I fliolde and had^de no knowynge, 
Whan^nef", ne**^ whidirf f I fholde hennes:f$ fterte§§. 

LANGUAGE. 

HoccLEVE^s language was chiefly Chaucerian, but had 
fome real or feeming peculiarities of his own in it. Such 
of thefe as are general will be now treated of ; thofe that are 
particular wiW be confidered in the notes to the paflages 
where they occur. 

The liberty taken by our early printers, of modernizing 
to their own time (totally or partially) many things that 
they printed, makes it exceedingly difficult to afcertain with 
precifion the exadt ftate of our language at any former pe- 
riod. Neither are Mfs more infallible in this refpedl, unlefs 

* Saw. t Birds. J Merrily. || Gave* § One. 

f When. ♦* Nor. ft Whither. « Hence. 

Sh Depart fuddenly. 

D nearly 
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nearly co-eval with the produdtion of the works themfelves. 
Thus there muft be a degree of uncertainty in all that can 
be faid about this matter. 

Hoccleve's uniform* adherence to the old hem and 
hifj and never ufmg the more modem them and their to the 
middle of the fifteenth century,, may appear Angular to 
thofe, who fee writings of the fame period generally printed 
with the more modern words. But there is great likeli- 
hood, that others, befides Hoccleve, continued the fame 
pra6tice. In Lydgate's Story of Thebes (printed with 
Chaucer in 1561) hem and her run through the whole of it. 
There may indeed be a particular propriety in Lydgate's ad- 
hering to thefe old words in his Story of Thebes j fince he in- 
troduces it as told at the fame time with the Canterbury 
I'ales: confequently it required to be clothed precifely in the 
language of that aera. From Dugdale*s edition of Lydgate's 
Dance of Deaths and Mr. Reed's of his Chichevacbe and 
Bicorne^ and a Mf. of his Legende of Seinte Margaretejn the 
editor's poflefllon, it fhould feem as if he had ufed the new 



* That Hoccleve uniformly ufed thefe old words may be doubted, becanfe 
tkem and their couftantly occur in his tale if Jmuuhas^ as printed in Browne's Shep' 
hertPs Pipe. But the royal Mf of Jwathas in the Britiih Mufeum (17 D VI) has 
hem and hit throughout. 



words 
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words and the old promifcuoufly*. Such is alfo the ufage 
in other authentic remains of Hen. Vth's reign, as printed by 
Heamef . ^hem conftantly occurs in the metrical Boetius 
(Taviftock edition) written in 1410 : which would certainly 
be fufpicious, if it was not partly confirmed by Thorpe's trial 
in 1407, according to the copy of it (in State Trials) faid 
to be written by Thorpe himfelf. Lefs credit is to be given 
to the accuracy of the editions of Gower's ConfeJJio Amantis^ 
which was finifhed by him in 1393. Indeed it is only for 
fome pages at the beginning of thefe editions, that we fee 
tbem and their ; nor are thefe words to be found at all in the 
Mf. of GowER [Reg. 1 8 C. XXIL] At whatever period tbem 
got a footing in our language, bem certainly continued to 
hold a place in it fo late as i486 ; for we frequently meet 
with this old word in the metrical book of huntings printed 
together with the treatife on bawAing at St. Albans in that 
yearj. 

Many 

* The word tiem indeed in all thefe three copies of L7dgate*s poems occurs but 
in one (Donee ^ death) and there only once. 

t Verfes on the battle of Agincourt with Thomas dc Elmham^ and the earl of Cam* 
bridge's letter with Fwro-Jidienfis. 

t i486. This St. Albans edition is one of the moft remarkable books in the 
annals of Englifh typography. Yet in the variorum Shakfpeare of 178$, and alfo 
in a later edition of it, a note to the fecond part of Hen. VI. (aft 2) tells us, 

D 2 that 
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Many of Mr. Tyrwhitt's grammatical hints on the lan- 
guage of Chaucer may ferve equally for Hoccleve. The 
latter ufes the plural of the prefent tenfe in en^ as torment^/* ; 
and of the preterit, as feid^^i ; alfo the infinitive, as with- 
drawtf« ; and the participle, as iounAen. This termination 
however is fubjeft to X}ko alterations : the firft, when the e 
is omitted on account of a preceding <?, as in doon ; the other, 
when the n is cut off™ a liberty often pra6lifed by old Eng- 
lifli writers, even with words which ftill retain the n in mo* 
dern language. Thus we fee takcj throw^ and be ufed by 
Hoccleve, as participles. 

The termination th^ was ufed by Hoccleve in the fecond 
perfon plural of the imperative, as beetb^ keepitb^ dootb. Mr. 

that Juliana Barnes's book of iawking was yf^ printed at Wefhninfler 1496. This 
WeHminfter edition was indeed the Jlrjl of an additional treatife on Ji/king : but could 
any comentator take^w^ for hawking T 

* It may not be here out of the way to obferve, that the termination in / of the 
third perlbn lingular of the prefent tenfe was in ufe at the very beginning of the 
14th century. This appears from a metrical pfawter (deemed by Selden of the age 
of Edward II.) of which there are fome extra6b in fVeever^ p. 153. About the mid- 
dle of the fame century Laurence Minot^ and other verfifiers fome years later, extended 
this termination to the plurals both of indicative and imperative. That fuch ter- 
mination was moH intelligible to the common people in Hoccleve's days, may be 
concluded, from its occurring no lefs than four times in the Ihort proclamation for 
apprehending Sir John Oldcaftell. The fame formation may be found (once at leail 
for rime-fake in the word accrews) in Hard3mge's chronicle, and not unfrequently in 
the St. Albans edition of Juliana Barnes ; yet it was fo generally avoided by the bcfl 
writers of oU £nglifh» that it may be regarded as a proof of inferiority of Ayle in 
any author before the i6th century. 

Tyrwhitt 
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Tyrwhitt calls this termination etb ; which would not fuit 
the Mf. of Hoccleve^ where it is much oftener itb. Whether 
this variation was the author's own, or only that of the Mf* 
is more than the editor can venture to pronounce. Of two 
royal Mfs of the poem de regimine princtpumy one [17 D. 
XVIII, which Mr. Warton calls the bell] has always itb in 
the fame words, that the other [17 D XIX} has etb. This 
variaddn equally takes place in the third perfon Angular of 
the indicative. 

Mr. Tyrwhitt muft have known, that in Chaucer's time, 
and even earlier, fome nouns (not ending in e) formed their 
plurals by the mere addition of s. In the prologue alone to 
the Canterbury Tales zxc^nationsjfejjtonsj covercbiefsyparijhensj 
and acbatours ; none of' which words come within a rule of 
contradtion, afterwards mentioned* by that learned editor. 
Confequently what he fays (vol. iv. p. 31) is a little defeftive 
with regard to plurals, though perfe£lly accurate as to geni- 
tive cafes. All thofe plural nouns of three fyllables, accented 
on the firft, which Mr. Tyrwhitt * remarks were diflylla- 
bles by contraftion in Chaucer, are neceflarily diffyUables in 
die editor's Mf., as fervants : though the fame word, when 
accented upon the fecond^ is written and pronounced a tri- 

* Lee his note on palmere's^ p. no. 

fyllable, 
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fyllable, zsferv&ntes. This innovation, inafmuch as it makes 
the letters accord with the found, appears to be an improve* 
ment — at leaft in orthography. 

The infinitives after fome particular verbs (as ^/Wy have 
generally in the prefent times no to prefixt to them : this 
omiffion of to before an infinitive feems to have b^n pra£tifed 
by HoccLEVE after moft verbs indifcriminately. 

GLOSSARY. 

In a volume of fo little bulk, as the prefent is, there can 
be no excufe for fparing any pains in compofing the gloffary^ 
which may tend to render it more ufeftil. It therefore gene- 
rally refers to the paflages, which contain the words needing 
explanation. A view of the context often gives better in- 
formation of the import of a word, than does any expofition 
by the glof&rift. The editor of Wintownis Cronykil might 
have been content with ftating his reafons for omit- 
ting fuch references himfelf, without carping at the prefer- 
able mode adopted by Mn Tyrwhitt. Mr. Macpherfon*s 
argument againft fuch a ferviceable addition goes much 
more to the point of form, than to fubftance. If a gloflarift 
is able in a fmall compafs to rival the lexicographer, why 
ftiould he not ? more efpecially, when he happens to treat of 

words. 
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words, which come not within the plan of any lexicogra- 
pher whatever ? This method of making a gloflary ferve 
in fome refpeiSl as a verbal index to the work itfelf, is a con- 
fiderable help to all thofe, who are difpofed to be ftudiers of 
language. Confining the advantage of fuch a labour merely 
to the perufal of a fingle book, is depriving the literary world 
of a benefit, almoft infinitely more extenfive. 

The adtual ufage of words by his author, and the con- 
fequential inftru6i:ion to be derived from it by readers of old 
Englifh, being the points principally coi^fidered by the editor 
in his gloflary, he has no recourfe to mere etymological de- 
rivations, except when requifite for proof, or for illuftrating 
an expofition. 

He thinks it needlefs, to load the gloflary with words, that 
were created by the regular formation of verbs, which was 
- then ifed, and which has partly been defcribed in this pre- 
face. He obferves the fame rule in regard to other words, 
which will be further adverted to in the following fedion 
on orthography. 

He looks upon it as fuperfluous, to explain any word, 
whofe old fignification is properly given in Johnfon's dic- 
tionary — which, with all its faults, fhould be in every 
reader*^ hands, till the public is provided with a better. If 

the 
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the fame word is ufed in different fenfes, only thofe that are 
obfolete are taken notice of in the gloffary. 

ORTHOGRAPHY. 

The editor makes a point of omitting nothing in the pieces 
here publifhed, which he finds in his Mf. If he adds but fo 
much as a letter, which the metre calls for, he prints it in 
italics. 

He has fcrupuloufly adhered to the pradlicc of the Mf. in 
dividing fome words which are now conftantly one, as un tOj 
wher as^ ther of^ &c. It makes the edition a faithful copy of 
old orthography. 

The reader will frequently meet with a duplication of 
vowels, as in aartj weelj ooihy &c. but as this does not feem 
to make any alteration in found, or number of fyllal^s, no 
further notice will be taken of it. 

T is frequently put for /, %v for Uj and y or / for e. 

Little variations of fpelling that are common in books of 
the laft century, and others from which no ambiguity can 
be occafioned, are left to be diftinguifhed by the reader's 
fagacity. 

VER. 
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VERSIFICATION. 

It may be ufeful, to add a few obfervations to what Mr. 
Tyrwhitt has already laid down on the verfificatkn of 
Chaucer. 

Excepting one or two inftances, where trifyllables ac- 
cented on the firft, and ending in es^ are reduced to diffylla- 
bles, and which will be marked by an apoftrophe, the final 
es (throughout HoccLftvE) always makes a fyllable of itfelf, 
and is never loft in the preceding one. Flou^res, and berates 
may ferve for examples. 

The final en follows the fame rule, as in know^en : alfo 
the final ed^ as in cleaved. 

The letter e in the middle of a word often makes a fylla- 
ble, where moderns would not think of pronouncing one, 
as in fcarfe4y*. Where the e is not pronounced, it is fome- 
times abfolutely omitted, as in likly and Jhaply : it is not 
omitted indeed in every ^ becaufe that word feems always to 
have been a diflyllable in metre. The reader is defired to 
take for granted that this middle e makes a fyllable, wherever 
no mark indicates the contrary. 

* This mode of pronunciation is to be found in Spenser, who ma^ fsi»fe»ty 
a trifyUable in F. Q. B. iii. C. 5. ft. 36. fk 

E There 
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There are many fyllables in modern language, which are 
ftill allowed to be fuch by grammarians, but are always loft 
by contraftion in general pronunciation, or in verfe. Thefe 
however were ufyally diftinft fyllables in old Englifh, and 
muft be regarded as fuch in Hoccleve. Thus we read 
preci^ous, cotidi^an, fapi^ence, confufi^oun. This rule not 
being without exception, a mark of contradtion is added 
where it is otherwife ; as in vi6tori6us. 

This divifion of fyllables is fometi|{^es carried ftill further : 
thus ie is but one fyllable, as in verif/V ; but add a confonant 
and it is fometimes two, as in mortifi^ed * : and even with- 
out an additional confonant by changing / into^, as in 
gy.e. 

Particular diftinftions of pronunciation will be pointed 
out by marks, but the reader no further apprifed of the 
general ones. 

The editor clofes this preface with a thankful acknow- 
ledgment of having received many very ufeful hints, com- 
municated by the judicious author of the Curialia. 

* Thus triced is a difljllable in Spbnsbri F. Q. B. iii. c. 9. fl. 35. 
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LA MALE REGLE DE T. HOCCLEVE. 

[the mis-rule of T. HOCCLEVE.] 



v^ Precious trefor incompardble, 

O ground and roo^te of profperitee, 

O excellent richef::se commenddble 

Aboven al4^ that in eer^the be, 

Who may fufteeme thyn adverfitee ? 5 

What wight may him avante of worldly welthe, 

But if he fully ftand in grace of thee, 

Eerthely god, piler of lyf, thow helthe ? 

Whil 

V. ;. Adverfitee is both here and elfewhere ufed by Hocdeve in the fenfe of tfi- 
verfe influence : See alfo Chaucer's R. R. 5547. " Fortune's adverfity" is in fome 
verfes of the time of Hen. VIII. printed with Robert of Gloceiler, p. 580. 

V. 6. Him avante.] This verb, by the ufage of it in Chaucer and Hocdeve, 
feems to have required the ablative cafe with it. 

V. 8. Mr. Warton thought it a fufficient objedion to the authenticity of Row- 

£ 2 ley. 
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Whil thy powder and excellent vigour 

(As was plefant un to thy worthynefle) lo 

Regned in me, and was my govern6ur, 

Than was I wel ; tho felte I no durefle, 

Tho farfid was I with hertes gladn6fle : 

And now my body empty is, and bare 

Of joie, and ful of feckly hevynefle, 1 5 

Al poore of efe, and ryche of evel fare. 

If that thy favour twynme from a wight, 
Smal is his efe, and greet is his grevdnce. 
Thy love is lyf, thyn ha^te fleeth downright. 
Who may compleyj^ne thy difleverance 20 

Bettre 

ley, that ** we have long and laboured invocations to Truth, to Hope, to Content, 
" and other divinities of the pagan creed, or rather of the creed of modem poetry.^ 
Here however we have a whole poem addreft to the divinity Health, not indeed 
^t pagan one (for Hygeia was a * female) bnt rf a foeticat creed^ which exiiied half 
a century previous to the date attributed to Rowley. 

* There is indeed mention in Pausanias of a wa/fdeity of health, who was 
worfhipt in various parts of Greece by various names, one of which was TcUfpkmu : 
but it can hardly be imagined, that Hoccleve was at all acquainted with the work 
of this Greek author. 

V, 1 1. Regtied.l " Which regne in mannys body.^' Dives and Pauper. Pre. i. 
ch. a. 

V. 20. Compleyne.'l The word complain in its adive fenfe of lament is to be found 
even in Johnfon's Didionary, with an example from Dryden. The propriety of 

fuch 
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Bettre than I, that of myn ignorance 
Un to feekneffe am knyt, thy mortal fo ? 
Now can I know^e feefs^te fro pendnce. 
And whil I was with thee cowde I nat fo. 

My grief and bify fmert cotidikn 25 

So me labouren and tormenten fore. 

That what thow art now wel remembr' I can, 

And what fruyt is in keepynge of thy lore. 

Had I thy pow^r knowen or this yore. 

As now thy fo compellith me to knowe, 30 

Nat fholde his lym han cleved to my gore 

For al his aart, ne han me broght thus lowe. 

fach ufage is there doubted, but was frequent in old Engliih. *' I dar not c^mpUyne 
bis fortune" is in Tiptoft Erie of Wirceflre's tranflation of Cicero de amicitii. 
The fall of prjnces he did alfo comfiepie. 

Lydgatb's pfl. t$ Bochas, 

V. 35. Bify^ troublefome : one of its fenfes in Johnfon*s Diftionary. 
V. 3 1, lym is certainly not ufed here in the fame literal fenfe, which old glof* 
faries attribute to it, but rather means affive minjfter^ or inftrumeut. 

that he come and defend us 

Foles fro thefe feends fyms. 

P. Ps. Ft/nn^ lafl paflus. 
** Oft tymes the feend and the feendes Ijms teach well.^ 

Dives and Pauper^ Pr. i. ch, 46. 
V. 31 and 33. Lines like thefe might well occafioo W. Browmb to fay of Roc- 
cLBYBi in the beginning of the feventeenth century, 
There are few fuch fwaines as he 
Now adayes for harmonie. 

But 
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But I have herd men fey^e longe ago, 
Profperitee is blynd, and fee ne may ; 
And verifie I can wel, it is fo, ^^ 

For I myfelf put have it in afTay, 
Whan I was weel, cowde I confidere it ? nay : 
But what ? me longed aftir novelrie, 
As yeeres yon^ge yernen day by day ; 
And now my fmert accufith my folie. 40 

Myn unwar yow^the knew nat what it wroghte, 

This woot I wel, whan fro thee twynned fliee : 

But of hir ignorance hir felf fhee foghte. 

And knew nat, that fhee dwellynge was with thee. 

For to a wight were it greet nycetee 45 

His lord or fireend wityngly for toffcnde. 

Left that the weighte of his adverfitee 

The fool opprefle, and make of him an ende. 

V. 36. Put have for have put. Vcr. 37. Cmfidere it pronounced rm^i/r//. 

V. 38. But what r] This phrafe is ufed hj Wicliff (Philipp. ch. i. v. t8.) as the 
tranflation of quiJ enimy which is the literal verfion of the Greek : what then are the 
words in the prefent teftament. 

Me longed.'] Oblative cafe for nominative formerly frequent. 
V. 43. Soghte. See Gloflary. 

v. 44. DweUynge was with thee,] In familiar language at prefent, living with a 
perfon often means being his Jomefiic fervant. 

From 
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From hennes foorth wole I do reverence 
Un to thy name, and hold of thee in cheef ; 50 

And wer^re ma^ke, and fharp refift^nce 
Ageyn thy fo and myn, that cruel theef, 
That undir foo^te me halt in mefcheef, 
So thow me to thy grace re^concyle : 
O ! now thyn help, thy focour and releef, 55 

And I for ay mif reu4e wole exyle. 

But thy mercy exce^de myn ofFenfe, 

The keene aflautes of thyn adverfaric 

Me wole oppref^^fe with hir violence. 

No wondir, thogh thow be to me contrarie ; 60 

My luftes biynde han caufid thee to varie 

Fro me, thurgh my folie and imprudence ; 

Wherfore I wret^^che curr^fe may and warie 

The feed and fruyt of chyldly fapience. 

V. 49. Do reverence is the fame kind of phrafe as do iomage. 

V. JO. HoUtftkee im cheef alludes to tenures in capite. 

• V. 53. Mefcheef VDtaxiA Mftrefs. << Releve pore folkein ihefx mjfchetf.^^ Dives 
and Pauper. 
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As for the mo^re paart yowthe is reb^l 65 

Un to refon, and hatith hir doftryne, 
Regnyn^ge which, it may nat ftan^e wel 
With yowthe, as far as wit can ymagyne. 
O yowthe alias ! why wilt thow nat enclyne. 
And un to reuled refoun bow^e thee, 70 

Syn refoun is the verray ftreigh^te lyne. 
That ledith folk un to felicitee ? 

Ful feelde is feen, that yow^the takith heede 

Of perils, that been likly for to fall ; 

For have he take a purpos, that moot neede 75 

Been execut, no confeil wole he call ; 



V. 67. Rtgnynge V9hick muft fignify which being fredmtnant. But here is a gram- 
matical irregularity, not unfrequent with Hocclevb. There is no regular antece- 
dent to vjlhich : fome expreifion muft be fupplied (fuch as avcrfion to reafm) which 
conveys the aggregate fenfe of the two preceding lines. 

V. 73. Tnothe in this place feems intended to mean perfonally aymtk (or young 
man) as reprefentative of youth in general. Though he in all its cafes is frequently 
fubilituted for //, yet the repetition here of fuch ufage for many lines together, the 
whole tenour of the paifage, and the apoftrophe at the concluiion, concur in de- 
QOting perfonification. There certainly however is a manifeft confiifion of gender, 
between \ht female perfonage in verfes 42, 3, 4, and the malt one here. 
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His owme wit he deemeth beft of all, 
And foorth ther with he renneth brydillees, • 
As he that nat betwixt hony and gall 
Can ju^ge, ne the wer^re fro the pees. 80 

All othir mennes wittes he defpifith; 

They anfweren no thyng to his entente ; 

His rakil wit only to him fouffyfith ; 

His hy prefumption nat lift confente 

To doon, as that Salomon wroot and mente, 85 

That red^de men by confeil for to werke : 

Now, yow^the, now thou fo^re fhalt repente 

Thy lightlees wittes dull, of refon derke. 

My freendes feiden un to me ful ofte. 

My mis reu4a me cau^fe wolde a fit, 90 

And redden me in efy wyfe and foftc 

A lyte and ly^te to withdrawen it : 



V. 88. Of re/on derie."] Not illumined by reafon. 

>• Jerked his mernoiy and reafon. 

Ltdgatb's F. of P. II. ch. yiiL 
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But that nat migh^te fynke in to my wit. 
So was the lull y-rooted in myn herte : 
And now I am fo rype un to my pit, 95 

That fcarfely 1 may it nat afterte. 

Who fo cleer y^en hath, and can nat fee, 

Ful fmal of ye availlith the oflfice* 

Right fo, fyn refon yoven is to me 

For to difceme a vertu from a vice, 100 

If I nat can with refon me chevice. 

But wilfully fro refon me withdrawe, 

Thogh I of hir ha^e no benefice 

No wondir, ne no favour in hir law* 

Refon me bad, and redde as for the befte 105 

To ete and drynke in tyme attemprely ; 
But wilful yowj^the nat obei^ lefte 
Un to that reed, ne fet^te nat ther by : 



V. 96. The two Tkeg2L\iyeA fcarfely and nat^ inftead of making an affirmatiTe, ac- 
cording to the Saxon idiom fbrengthen the negation. 

V. 98. Smal is here ufed adverbially for little ; and in Shakfpeare's time fmaU 
was lefs diilinguifhed from little than it is at prefent : ** by fmall and fmall" is a 
phrafe in Richard II. Te was probably pronounced eye ; and him muft be underfU)od 
after ovaillitL 

I take 
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I take have of hem bothe outrageouflyi 

And out of ty^me ; nat two yeer or three, i lo 

But twenty wyntir pad: continuelly 

Exceffe at horde hath leyd his knyf with me. 

The cuftume of my repleet abftinence, 

And greedy mowth (receite of fwich outrage) 

And hondes two (as woot my negligence) 115 

Thus han me gyded and broght in fervage 

Of hir, that werre4^eth every age ; 

Seekneffe I meeme, riotoures whippe, 

Habundantly that paieth me my wage, 

So that me neither daun^ce lift ne (kippe. 1 20 

The 

V. III. Twenty wyntir very nearly fixes the year of Hocclbv b's birth : for from 
another paflage this poem will appear to have been written late in 1406. Suppofing 
then thefe twenty years to reach back to his age of 16, he muft hare been bom in 
1370. This accords with his faying (v. 209) that 'his " yeeres be but yonge.** 
Unlefs we make the twenty winters go back to his age of z6, we muft make him 
above 809 when he wrote the laft poem of this feledion. Putting wynter for the 
plural jKT^/ was common. ** This twenty winter" is in Thorpe's trial : 

And a tawny taberde of twdve wynter age 
is a line in P. P. Fijwns. 

V. 1 1 a. Leyd kis inyfwitA was probably a proverbial phrafe for Ure ampany at meals. 

V. 1 1 7. Wlrren^eth.'] Obeied is made into four fyllables by Lydgate 
I obe«i«ed unto his biddynge. Storie rf Tkehes. 

V. 1 19. Wage in the fingular number being ilill a northern idiom, and certainly 
not common with old Englifh writers, affords a kind of prefumptive evidence of 

F 2 Hocclbve's 
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The outward figne of Bachus and his lure, 
That at his do^re hangith day by day, 
Excitith folk to taafte of his moifture 
So often, that men can nat wel feyn nay. 
For me, I feye I was enclyned ay 1 25 

With outen daunger thidir for to hye me, 
But if fwich char^ge up on my bak lay, 
That I moot it fort^er as for a ty^^me : 

Or but I we^re nakidly beftad 

By force of the penylees maladie : 130 

For thanne in her^te cowde I nat be glad, 

Ne lull: had noon to Bachus houfe to hie. 

Fy ! lak of coyn departith compaignie ; 

And hevy purs with her^te liberAl 

Qwenchith the thrifty hete of hcrtes drie, 135 

Where chinchy her^te hath ther of but fmal. 

Hoccleve's northern birth. Yet the great latitude of poetical licenfe for rime- 
fake, and the pra6lice of ufing fingulars for plurals in other nouns, render the proof 
very difputable. Wage is ufed in the fame way for rime-fake in Barclay's SMf of 

Foais-^ 

For your great labour fay what is your waie, 

V. 127. Thus Chaucer: 

That ciarge upw my bak I wole endure. 

Qerkes Tale. 

V. 1 36. Tker of"} Here feems to be a fimilar kind of grammatical irregularity 
with what is taken notice of in v. 67 : ^moft probably relates to ftoenching, 

Idar 
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I dar net telle, how that the frefh repeir 
Of Venus femel, lufty children deer. 
That fo goodly, fo fhaply were, and feir. 
And fo plefant of port and of maneere, 140 

And fee^de cowden al a world with cheere. 
And of atyr paflyngly wel byfeye. 
At Poules heed me maden ofte appeere 
To talke of mirthe, and to difporte and pleyc. 

Ther was fweet wyn ynow thurgh out the hous 145 

And wafres thik^ske : for this compaignie, 
That I fpak of, been fumwhat likerous ; 
Wher as they mowe a draght of wyn efpie, 

V. 138- is nearly copied from Chaucer's Squires TaU : 
Now dauncen lufly Venus children dere. 

V. 143. When biihops licenfcd flews, the apoftlc Paul's head might be a proper 
iSgn for a brothel : the fafhion however of that time decently omitted prefixing the 
word Saiat. 

V. 146. ff^d^res] Whatever fort of cake was meant by this word, it feems to 
have given a double name to a trade ; fince Chaucer fpeaks of a waferer^ and Pierce 
Plowman of wafrefiers. Liflon manour (EfTex) was bound to find wafres at the 
King's Coronation. Weever's Fun. Mon, 659, aiid Beck. Tern. 26. 



TkiUe means in plenty^ as in * thick and threefold.' 



Swectc, 
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Sweete, and in wirkynge hoot for the maiftrie, 

To warme a ftomak with ther of they drank. 150 

To fufFre* hem paie had been no courtefie : 

That charge I took, to wynme love and thank. 

Of loves' aart yit touchid I no deel ; 

I cow^de nat, and eek it was no neede : 

Had I a kus, I was content ful weel, 155 

Bettre than I wolde han be with the deede. 

Ther on can I but fmal, it is no dreede ; 

Whan that men fpeke of it in my pref6nce, 

For fhame I wexe as reed as is the gleede. 

Now wole I torne ageyn to my fent^nce. 160 

V. tji. Sufre"] Here, and in other places, Hoccleve removes e to the end of 
the word to get rid of a fyllable. 

V. 1S4. // was m nede] In modem language it fhould be there ; but fuch was 
the old phrafeology. <* // is no nede, that I difpute long with you of deth.*' Tmlfyt 
tfdd age^ printed by Caxton. 

V. 155. ATvi] There can hardly be a fironger inftance of the promifcuous ufe of 
▼owels in old Englifh than in this word. Kufs is ufed by Gowbk, 

(Yet wole he fiele a hifi or two. B. v. f. 1 19. b.) 

and by Lydgatb in his Fall ^Prmces^ and by Caxton in the Pmtd Lady rfhmjty 
and by Skblton in Speak Pant. The more ufual word in the old writers was 
kijlle\ but Chaucer for rime's fake (in the Ckrkes Tale) ufes kejfe. Wicliff's word 
is c^^ which accords with the Saxon. 



Of 
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Of him, that hauntith taveme of cuftume. 
In {honte wordes the profyt is this 
In double wyfe ; his bagge it fhal confume, 
And make his ton^ge fpekc of folk amis : 
For in the cup^pe felden founden is, 165 

That any wight his neighcburgh commcndith. 
Beholde and fee, what avantage is his. 
That God, his freend, and eek him felf ofFendith ! 

But oon avantage in this cas I have : 

I was fo ferd with any man to fighte, 1 70 

Cloos kepte I me ; no man durfte I deprave 

But rownyngly : I fpak no thyng on highte : 

And yit my wil was good, if that I mightc 

For lettynge of my manly cowardjrfe. 

That ay of ftrokes impreffid the wighte : i ys 

So that I dur^fte medlen in no wyfe. 

V. 1659 &c. There is great affinity between this remark and the following lines 
on the fame fubjed : 

Perhaps alas ! the pleaiing theme was brought 
From this man's error, from another's fault. 
From topics, which good-nature would forget. 
And prudence mention with the lafl regret. 

Prior's Sokmm, 

V. 175. Wlghe for weight This is a ftrong inflance of the poetical licence of 
that age in changing a word for the fake of rime« Chaucbk had previouil/ made 
the fame alteration. See Tmk y, 1385. 

Whoc 
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Wher was a gretter maiftir eek than y, 
Or bet acqweyntid at Weftmynftre yate ; 
Among the tavern6res namely. 

And cookes ? whan I cam, eerly or late, i8o 

I pynchid nat at hem in myn acate. 
But paled hem as that they ax^e woldc ; 
Wherfore I was the welcomer algate. 
And for a verray gentil man y-holde. 

And if it happid on the fomere's day, , 185 

That I thus at the taverne had^e be. 

Whan I depar^te fholde, and go my way 

Hoom to the privee feel, fo wowid me 

Hete, and unluft, and fuperfluitee 

To walke un to the brigge and take a boot, 190 

V. 177. y (fignifjring I) fecms to be fpclt in this manner for the fake of riming 
iTiJhev) as well as found : but it was ufually 2^ in Wicliff. 

V. 1 8 J. Somer€^s\ This is an inftance of a word of three i/llables (accented on 
the firfl) being reduced to a diifyllable. Had it been a plural^ according to tho 
tenour of the Mf. it would have been written fimers ; but no fuch liberty is here 
taken with genitiye cafes, though they feem to have been abridged in the fame 
manner foon after ; as we have for genitives fingular in Fortescub m Mmarckf the 
words, kings^fuijetts^ Sec, 

V. 1 88. Hoom to the privee /eel] By this it fhould feem, that fome of the clerks 
of the Privy Seal were then refident at the Office, and that the faid Office was not 
far from the water-fide. The editor can learn no more. 

V. 190. Brigge"] In later times there was a bridge over a creek, which ran up 
into the garden belonging to Whitehall : there might have been one there, before 
that fpot was a garden. 

That 
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That nat durfte I contririe hem all three, 
But dide all that they ftired me, god woot. 

And in the wyntir, for the way was deep, 

Un to the brigge 1 dreflid me alfo ; 

And thcr the bootmen took up on me keep, 195 

For they my riot kneewen fern ago : 

With hem I was y-tuggid to and fro. 

So wel was him, that I with wol^^de fare, 

Fot riot paieth largely evere mo; 

He ftyntith never, til his purs be bare. 200 

Other than maiftir callid was I never 

Among this meynee in myn audience ; 

Me thoghte I was y-maad a man for ever : 

So tikelid me that nyce reverence. 

That it me ma^^de larger of defpence, . 205 

Than that I thoghte han been. O Flaterie, 

The guyfe of thy traiterous diligence 

Is folk to mefchcef haaften and to hie. 

V. 192. Stired me] That is, Jtirred me to. 

V. ao6. Thoghte fecms to be ufcd in the fenfe of meant to : indeed it is only the 
omiffion of to (common with Hoccleve) which makes the phrafeology differ from 
modem. 

V. 2o8. Before haaften there is another elliptical omiflion of to, 

G ^ Al 
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Al be it that my yeeres be but yonge, 
Yet have 1 feen in folk of hy degree, aio 

How that the venym of Faveles tonge 
Hath mortifi^ed hir profperitee. 
And broght hem in fo fharp adverfitee. 
That it hir lyf hath alfo throwe adoun : 
And yit ther can no man in this contree iij 

Unnethe efchu^e this confufioun. 

Many a fervant un to his lord feith, ^ 

That al the world fpekith of him honoiir. 

Whan the contrarie of that is footh in feith ; 

And lightly leeved is this lofengour : 220 

His hony wordes wrappid in erroiir 

Blyndly conceyved been, the more harm is. 

V. 211. Faveles.] CajoUrie is the trucft explanation of Favel, as giren bjr Cai« 
PBNTi£R in his Supplement to Du Cange. Favel is perfonified both in P. P's. 
Fifiws^ and in SkeltoH's Bouge of Coitrte. The gloifarifl to Pieces if Popular Poetry 
(publifhed 1791) explains/^vr/ by the general word deceit^ and unfortunately refers 
the reader to Bouge of Court€\ whereas in that poem Favel and Difceyte arc diitind 
pcrfonages ; though the latter (for tlie fake of rime) is firft called fuhfyUt. In 
Barclay's Ecclogues we read of 

Flatterers, and liers, coriers offrfelL 

PuTTENHAM too calls Curtyfovel a figure in poetry (p. 154). Both thcfe authorities 
confirm the fame gloflarift's conjedure about the exprefilon of curtying favour, 

V. 219. Contrarie] This feems to be an inftance of what Mr. Tyrwhitt has 
remarked in Chaucer; that two quick fy Uables fometimes make but one in metre. 

Oh! 
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O ! thow, Favelc, of lefynges audtoAr, 
Caufift al day thy lord to fare amis* 

The combreworldes clept been enchanto6rs 225 

In bookesy as that I have or this red. 

That is to fey^e, fotil deceyvours 

By whom the peple' is mis gy^6d and led, 

And with plefan^ce fo foftr^d and fed. 

That they fogete hem felf, and can nat feele 230 

The foothe of the conditidn in hem bred 

No mo^re, than hir wit were in hir heele. 

Who fo that lift in the book of nature 

Of beeftes re^de, therin he may fee. 

If he take hee^de un to the fcript6re 235 

Whcr it fpekth of meermdides in the fee. 

How that fo inly mirie fyngith fhee, 

That the fhipman ther with fallith a fleepe, 

V. 132. Hir wit were in kir heele muil have been an old proverb. 

V. 233. The hook if nature of heefies.] Whatever book is here vouched, its author 
feems to have been more credulous than Pliny ; who fpeaks of the fame quality at- 
tributed to Sirensy and not worthy of belief. Nat. Hid. lib. xi. 

V. 237. Shee has no proper antecedent *, but muil either mean one of the meermaiJet^ 
or be ufed like a plural. 

G 2 And 
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And by hir aftir devoured is he. 
From al fwich fong is good men hem to keepe. 240 

Right fo the feyned wordes of plefance 

Annoyen aftir, thogh they plefe a tyme 

To hem that been unwyfe of governance. 

Lordes, beeth waar, let nat Favel you lyme ; 

If that yee been envolupid in cryme, 245 

Yee may nat dee^me men fpeke of you weel : 

Thogh Favel peynte her tale in profe or ryme, 

Ful holfum is it trufte her nat a deel. 

Holco^te feith up on the book alfo 

Of fapience, as it can teftifie, 250 

Whan that Ulixes faillid to and fro 

By meermaides, this was his policie : 

All ercs of men of his compaignic 

With wex he ftop^pe leet, for that they noght 

liir fong Iholde hee:!re, left the armonie 255 

Hem might un to fwich deedly fleep han broght, 

V. 240. This final line of the flanza is very much in the manner adopted by 
Spenfer. 

V. 248. Thj/ff.] That is to truft. Another omiffion of to before an infinitive. 
V. 249. Holcote.} See the GloiTary. 

^ And 
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And bond him felf un to the fhippes mail. 
So thus hem all faved his providence. 
The wys man is of peril fore agaft. 

O flaterie, o lurkyng peftilence, 260 

If fum man dide his cure and diligence 
To ftoppe his eres fro thy poefie. 
And nat wolde herkne* a word of thy fent^nce, 
Un to his greef it were a remedie. 

Ah nay! al thogh thy ton^ge wer ago, 265 

Yit canft thou glofe in contenance and cheere ; 
Thou fupportift with lookes evere mo 
Thy lordes wordes in e^che mateere 



V. a6x. If fum man,'} This idiom of ufing the fingular inftead of plural num- 
ber was not y^ uncommon. *' Sufri forefter may bring moo men to the feld, than 
*' majjitm knight, or fum efquier." Fortefcue ou mouarcfyj p. 23. 

DU€ his cure and diligence* ] Thus in Lydgate. 

Full befily did her diligence, 

Storie of Thebes. 

V. a6a. ?9efie feems to mean mufical enchantment^ as Ltdgate calls Amphion's 
building Thebes with his harp — darke poeiie. 

263. Herkne is here turned into a monofyllable by tranfpofition of letters, as 
fufire, V. 151. For its meaning fee the gloflary. 



Althogh 
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Althogh that they a my^te be to deerc : 

And thus thy gyfe is ; privee and appcrt 270 

With word and look among our lordes here 

Preferred be, thogh ther be no diflert 

But whan the fobre, treewe, and weel avyfid 

With fad vifage his lord enformeth pleyn. 

How that his governan^ce is defpyfid 275 

Among the peple% and feith him as they feyn, 

As man treewe oghte un to his fovereyn, 

Confeillynge him amende his governance. 

The lordes her^te fwellith for defdeyn, 

And bit him voi^^de bly^ve with mefchance. 280 

V. 269. Anyte is ufcd clliptically iw at a mite. So in Lydoatb's Tr^-kmh 
** deare inogh a miteJ* 

V. 270. Privee and expert. "] Per/otts in private atid public capacities i^the only fenfe 
of thefe words fuitable to the context. A privee man is explained by Ttrwhitt, a 
man entrufted with private hujinefs^ and a^ert means public . In the next centuiy we 
meet with a comiption of this phrafe, " privy or pearte." So it ftands in a fatire 
on Wolfey, entitled Rede me, ^c. 

V, 271. fFitk is put for 4r> ** ^^ Lydgate : 

H^itk kynges and prynces in every rcgyon 

Greatly preferred. 

Prol. to Bochas. 

V. 276. Seith ufed adively like teUs : as Ltdg atb in Trof-bookf 

" loke thon/ay himfi:* 
V. 278. Amende fhould have to before it now, but was probably then as intelli- 
gible without. 

Men 
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Men fetten nat by trou^the now adayes, 
Men love it nat, men wole it nat cherice. 
And yit is trou^the befl at all aflayes : 
Whan that falfe Favel, fouftenour of vice, 
Nat wifte fhal how hi^re to chevyce, 285 

Ful boldely dial trouthe hire heed up here. 
Lordes, left Favel you fro we4e tryce, 
No lenger foulFre' hir neftlen in your ere. 

.Be as be ma/, no more of this as now ; 

But to my mis reude wole I refeere ; 290 

Wher as I was at e^fe weel ynow. 

Or exceffe un to me leef was and deere, 

And or I kneew his erneftful maneere : 

My purs of coyn had refonable wone ; 

But now ther in can ther but fcant appeere : 295 

Excefle hath ny exyled hem echone. 

V. aSj. ISre,] This word is very fcldom made a diflyllable ; but the metre abfo- 
lutely requires it fhould be fo in this line : it feems almofl as neceflaiy too in a line 
of Chaucer; 

Becaufe that he fer was from hitre fight, v. 3395. 

V. 291. JFher as.'\ Tyrwhitt fays in his gloflary " wher in compofition fome* 
times fignifies which,*' Thus wher as here may fignify as to which — referring to «//• 
retile in the line before. There is the fame ufage of wheras in Caxton's PrwdLach 
ef bve. ch. i. 

V. 294. CayH muft in this place be confidered as a plural (like yere and vyntir)^ 
eHe there can be no grammatical fenfe in the laft line of the ilanza. 

The 
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The feend and excefffe been convertible 

As enditith to me my fantafie. 

This is my fkill, if it be admittible : 

Excefle of mete and drynke is glotonie, 300 

Glotonie awakith malencoli6. 

Malencolie engendryth werre and ftryf, 

Stryf caufith mortel hurt thurgh hir folic : 

Thus may excefle reve a foule hir lyf. 

No force of al this : go we now to wacche • 305 

By nighterta4e out of al mefiire, 
For as in that fin^de cowde I no macche 
In al the privee feel with me tendure ; 
And to the cuppe ay took I heede and cure, 
For that the dryn^ke appall fliol^de noght : 310 

But whan the pot emptid was of moifbiire 
* To wake aftirward cam nat in my thoght. 

But whan the cuppe had thus my nee^de fped, 

And fumdel mo^re than neceffitee, 

With repleet fpirit wente I to my bed 315 

Aod bathid ther in fuperfluitee ; 



But 
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But on the morn was wight of no degree 
So loothe as I to twynme fro my covvche, 
By aght I woot-— aby^de, let me fee, 
Of two as looth I am feur kowde I towche. 320 

I dar not feyn, Prentys and Arundel 

Me countrefete, and in fwich wach go ny me ; 

But often they hir bed loven fo wel, 

That of the day it drawith ny the pry^mc 

Or they rife up ; nat can I tell the ty^me 325 

Whan they to bed^de goon, it is fo late. 

O Hebthe lord, thou feeft hem in that cry^me, 

And yit thee looth is with hem to debate. 



V. 3110. Towche^ that is, make mention. This fenfe of touch with m jcnned to it is in 
Johnfon's didionary ; but formerly it was followed by rf: *' tmtch and fpeke both €f 
Afcanius and rf Silvias." Rastbll's Crmticle. 

Though I have touched ^ this enormitie. 

Barclay's SAip of Fools. 

V. 321. Prentys and Arundel.'] Whether thefe two gentlemen belonged to the 
Privy Seal, or not, feems doubtful : had they been in the fame department with 
Hoccleve, they would moil likely have been mentioned in the next poem. 

V. 324. Pryme. See the Gloflary. 



H And 



[ 50 ] 
And why ? I n'at-: it fit nat un to me, 
That mirour am of riot and excelle, 330 

To knowen of a goddes prjrvetec : 
But thus I ymagyne, and thus I gefle ; 
Thow meeved art of tendre gentilneffe 
Hem to forber, and will hem nat chaftyfe, 
For they in mirthe and vertuous gladn^ 335 

Lordes reconforten in fundry wyfe. 

But to my purpos : fyn that my feeknefle. 

As wel of purs as body, hath refreyned 

Me fro Taverne and othir wantonefle, 

Among an heep my name is now defteyned ; 340 

My grevous hurt ful litil is compleyned. 

But they the lak compleyne of my defpenfe. 

Alas ! that evere knyt I was and cheyned 

To 6xcefle, or him dide obedience. 

Defpenfes large enhaunce a mannes loos, 345 

Whil they endure ; and whan they be forbore, 

V. 331. Goddes ftyveue.] Lydgatb fays of Amphiorar, 

was alfo fecree 
With the Goddes^ knowing htr priveiee. St. of Th. 

V. 335. Fertuous.l The word here feems to xxicsin/aluiriciu. We ftill ufe * the 
veriue of medicines.' Lydgate fpeaks of * vertuous plente.' Fall of Ps. B. iv. ch. 14* 

His 
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His name is deed ; men keepe hir mowthes cloos 

As nat a peny had he fpent to fore : 

My thank is qweynt, my purs his ftuf hath lore. 

And my carkeis repleet with hevynefle : 350 

Be waar, Hoccleve, I re^e thee therefore, 

And to a me^ne reu4e thow thee dreflie. 

Who fo paffyn^ge mefu^re defyrith 

(As that witneflen oMe clerkes w]rfe) 

Him felf encombrith often fythe and myrith, ^ss 

And for thy let the meme thee foufiyfe 2 

If fwich a conceit in thyn her^te ryfe, 

As thy profyt may hindre* or thy renown 

If it were execut in any wyfe, 

With manly refoun thrifi^te thow it down. 360 

Thy rentes annuel, as thou wel wooft. 
To fcar^ce been greet coftes to fufteene ; 
And in thy cofre pardee is cold rooft ; 
And of thy manuel labour, as I weene, 

V. 349. 3^ thmk mud mean thanks due to me. So Lydgate has 

Lefeth ofl his thank. 

Fail of Vs. B. V. ch. 17. 

V. 364.* Manuel mufi be a diflyllabley and was therefore likely to be pronounced 

manioel : n and w were often confounded, as in d^relli frequent in Maundevile. The 

fame kind of pronunciation might take place in the word contimuttj^ v. 1 11. 

H 2 Thy 
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Thy lucre* is fwich, that it unneth is feene, 365 

Ne felt ; of yyftes feye I eek the fame : 

And fteJe, for the guerdon is fo keene, 

Ne darft thow nat, ne begge alfo for fhame. 

Than wolde it fee^me, that thow borwid haaft 

Mochil of that, that thow haaft thus defpent 370 

In outrage and exceffe and verray waaft. 

Avy^fe thee ; for what thyng that is lent 

Of verray right moft hoom ageyn be fent ; 

Thow thir in haaft no perpetuitee : 

Thy dettes pai^e, left that thow be fhent, ^ys 

And or that thow ther to compellid be. 

Sum folk in this cas dreeden more ofienfe 

Of man for wyly wrenches of the lawe, 

Than he dooth either god or confci^nce ; 

For by hem two he fettith nat an hawe. 380 



V. 377. Folk — dree Jen.] Here /«/i, as a noun of multitude, has a verb plural \ 
yet is regarded z&fingular — by he in the third and fourth lines of the ftanza. 

V. 380. An (not in the Mf.) is wanted for the metre. In the lad poem of the 
Mf. is ** nat wortA an hawe,'* At is omitted, as in v. 1169. before a mite^ and as in 
Chaucer's R. R. 5730. 

they fett nat a leie, 

if 



[ 53 ] 

If thy conceit be fwich, thow it withdrawe 
I rede, and voide it clene out of thyn herte ; 
And firft of god, and fyn of man have awe, 
Left that they bo^the ma^^ke thee to fmerte. 

Now lat this fmert warnyn^ge to thee be; 385 

And if thow maift heer aftir be releeved 

Of body and purs, fo thow gy^e thee 

By wit, that thow no mo^re thus be greeved. 

What riot is, thow taaftid haaft and preeved. 

The fyr, men fcyn, he dreedith that is brent ; 390 

And, if thow fo do, thow art wel y-meeved : 

Be now ne lenger fool, by myn affent. 

Ey ! what is me ? that to my felf thus longe 

Clappid have I ! I tro^we, that I rave. 

Ah nay ! my poo^re purs and peynes flxonge 395 

Have artid me fpeke, as I fpoken have. 

V. 386. Releeved feems here to be ufed in a fenfe a little different from its com- 
mon one. As in the following line of Earl Rivers : 

Thingis derked to light hit dooth releve. 

Alfo in P. Ps. Vyims^ paflus i8 : 

And that death in them fordid, my deth fhal releve. 

V. 393. What is me ^] An ellipfis for vJiat is come to me ? 

Who 
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Who fo him fliapith mercy for to crave, 
His leffon moot recorde in fundry wyfe ; 
And whil my breeth may in my body wave, 
To recorde it unnethe I may foufiyfe. 400 

god, o Helthe, un to thyn ordenance, 
Weleful lord, meekly fubmitte I me ; 

1 am contryt, and of ful repentance. 
That eveVe* I fwymmed in fwich nycetee. 

As was difpleafaunt to thy deitee : 405 

Now kythe on me thy mercy and thy grace ; 
It (it a God been of his gra^e free ; 
Foryeve, and nevere wole I eft trefpace. 

My body and purs been at ones feeke, 

And for hem bothe I to thyn hy nobl^fie, 410 

As humblely as that I can, byfeeke 

With herte unfeyned ; reewe on our diftrefle ; 

Pitee have of myn harmful hevyneffe ; 

Relee^e the repentant in difefe ; 

Defpende on me a drope of thy larg^fTe 415 

Right in this wyfe, if it thee like and plefe. 



V. 407. //// a god.l Gower fol. 9. 

It fit a preeft. 



Lo! 
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LrO ! lat my lord the Foumeval I preye 

(My noble lord, that now is trefore^r) 

From thyn hynef^^fe have a tokne' or tweye 

To pai^e me that due is for this yeer 420 

Of my yeerly ten pounds in thefchequeer ; 

Nat but for Michel ter^me that was laft : 

I dar nat fpeke a word of ferneyeer, 

So is my fpirit fimple' and fore agaft. 

I kep^te, nat to be feen importune 425 

In my purfuyte ; I am ther to ful looth : 
And yit that gy^fe ryf is and comdne 
Among the peple now, withouten ooth ; 

V. 417. Fotameval.] Thomas Nevil (Lord Furnival jure uxoris) was conftituted 
(jointly with Sir John Pelham) Trcafurer of the kingdom, by both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment in 1 40 J. See Parliamentary Hifl. vol. ii. p. 85. See alfb Dug dale's Mon. 
Ang. vol. ii. p. 938. (xA, ii. where thb fame perfon is called ** Treaforer of England." 

V. 423. Fenuyeer (as explained in the gloifaiy) means the foregoing year. In 
the margin of the Mf. is this note : ** annus ille fiiit annus reftridionis annnitatum." 
Of the year 1405 there is a ftatute in old French and not tranflated (7 H. IV. ch. 16.) 
which flops the payment of annuities ia/efy granuJj to fecure it to thofe of older 
date. By the paflage in the poem, and by the note, itfhould feem» thatHoccLKVB 
had one of thefe late grants, and that the (latute continued in force only for a 
twelvemonth. This line (together with that which mentions the treafurerfhip of 
Lord Furnival) almoft fixes the date of this poem to the clofe of 14061 or very be- 
ginning of 1407. 

V. 428. Withuten mM.] This phrafe feems to mean beywd occafioH for an oath to 
mj aflertion. IVitkwten langage in the Corpus Chrilli play means m need to fay more. 

As 



[ s(^ ] 

As the fhamelees cravour wole, it gooth, 

For eftaat real can nat al day werne ; 430 

But poo^re fhamefaft man ofte is wrooth ; 

Wherfo^sre for to cra^ve moot I leme. 

The proverb is, the doumb man no landgetitb: 

Who fo nat fpekith, and with neede is bete, 

And thurgh arghn6fle his ovv^^ne felf forgetith, 435 

No wondir thogh an othir him forgete ; 

Neede hath no lawe, as that the Clerkes trete ; 

And thus to cra^ve artith me my neede. 

And right wole eek, that I me entrcmete. 

For that I axe is due, as god me fpeede. 440 

V. 431. For the fenfc of winotk here, fee the gloflaiy. 

V. 43 J. His monefelf'\ This expreflion may fenre to confirm Wallis's opinion* 
that felf was a fubftantive. Mr. Ttrwhitt held the contrary in his vindication of 
his appendix to Rowley ; but allowed, that fe^ had been made a fubftantive of in the 
1 6th century: he had not (when he wrote this vindication) feen the editor's Mf. 
Any odier fuch inftance, either in the 1 5th century, or earlier, the editor acknow- 
ledges that he has not found ; yet he cannot conceive, but that this iingle authority 
is an undeniable one. 



And 



[ 57 ] 
And that, that due is, thy magnificence 
Shunneth to werme, as that I byleeve ; 
As I feide, reevv^e on myn impotence. 
That likly am to fter^ve yit or eeve. 

But if thow in this wy^fe me releeve : 445 

By coyn I ge^te may fwich medecyne, 
As may myn hur^tes dXAe that me greeve 
Exy4e cleene, and voi^de me of pyne. 

V. 44a. Skwmeth with an infinitive after it, though not very common, is as 
modern as Wallert 

The lark, that Auns on lofty boughs to huiU 
Her humble neft, &c. 



GESTES 



IL 



CESTES BALADE ET CHANCEON ENSUY- 
ANTZ FEURENT FAITES A MON MEIS- 
TRE H. SOMER QUANT IL SOUZTRE- 
SORER. 

[the BALADE AND SONG FOLLOWING WERE WRIT- 
TEN TO MY MAISTER H. SOMER*, WHEN HE 
WAS UNDER-TREASURER.] 



X HE Son^ne with his hemes of brightneflc 
To man fo kyndly is and norilhynge ; 
That lakkyng it day ne::re but dirkneffe ; 
To day he yeveth his enlumynynge, 



* Henry Somer was made a Baron of the Exchequer, Nov. 8th, 1408 [See 
DuGD ale's Series]. This poem mull confequently have been older than that 
period : how much, cannot well be afcertained ; but tlie editor conceives its moft 
probable date to be the clofe of the year 1407. 

I 2 And 



[ 6o ] 

And caufith al fruyt for to wexe and fprynge : 5 

Now fyn that fonme may fo moche availl. 
And mooft with Somer is his fojournynge. 
That fefoun bontevous we wole aflail. 

Glad cheerid Somer, to your governaill 

And gra^ce we fubmitte al our willynge ; 10 

To whom yee freendly been, he may nat faill 

But he fhal have his refonable' axynge : 

Aftir your good luft be the fefonynge 

Of our fruy tes ; the laf^^te myghelmefle 

The tyme of yeer was of bur feed ynnynge ; 1 5 

The lak of which is our greet hevynefle. 

We trufte up on your freendly gentillefle, 

Yee wole us helpe, and been our fuppoaill : 

Now yeve us caufc ageyn this criftemefle 

For to be glad, o lord ! whether our taill 20 

Shall 

V. 8. yJJa'tlU that is, with importunity. 

V. 18. Su/pTaiil] Sec the gloflary. 

V. 20. O lord] Somer feems to be here addrefl as a deity, in the fame manner 
as Health in the former poem. 

IVJuther appears in this place only to have the power of making the fentence 

interrogative. It is ufed in the fame manner by WiclifT. " If his fone axe him 

breed, 



[ 61 ] 

Shall foome make us with our fhippes faill 
To port falut ? if yow lift, we may fynge, 
And elles moot us bo^the mourne and waill 
Till your favour us fen^de releevynge. 

We your fervantes Hoccleve, and Baillay, 25 

Hethe and OfFor^^de, yow byfeeche and preye, 
Haftith our herveft as foone as yee may ; 
For fere of ftormes our wit is aweye ; 



breed, whether he wole take him a flone?*' Mat. ch. 7. Thufis but one inftaace of 
many, that might be produced from the fame book. 

V. 21, &^c. With our fiippes faill to port falut f] Port falut was a kind of proverbial 
expreifion, and fo ufed in the tranflation of Cicero de feneRute printed by Caxtok ; 
but the fiippes that- were to be procured by their taiU (or exchequer tally) to cany 
them to this fafe port, were moil probably mbles (the gold coin which had a fiip for 
the reverfe), fince our author certainly yjSesfiippes in this fenfe in the next poem. 

V. 2$. HoccLBVB, &€.] By the poet's naming himfelf firil| we may conclude, 
that he was the fenior in office of the four. 

V. a8. Our wit is aweye] So in Gowbr, 

out of him felfe tf wfy. Fol. 35. 

By the rimes of the four firft lines of this ftanza, there feems to have been a dif- 
tindion of found between the fyllables ay and eye which we are not now aware of: 
or elfe rimes were expefted to match to the fight as well as to the car. Of this in- 
deed we have feen inilances already, and fhall meet with more. Hoccleve was 
exadter in his rimes than even moft modem poets. 



Were 



[ 62 ] 

Were our feed inned, wel we mighten pleye. 

And us defporte, and fynge, and ma^ke game ; 30 

And yit this rowndel flial we fynge and feye 

In truft of yow, and honour of your name. 

Somer, that rypeft mannes fuftenance 

With holfum hete of the Sonnes warmnefle, 

Al kynde of man thee holden is to bleffe. ^s 

Ay thankid be thy freendly governance, 
And thy frefli look of mirthe and of gladn^ffe. 

Somer, that rypeft mannes fuftenance 

With holfum hete of the Sonnes warmnefle. 

All kynde of man thee holden is to blefle. 40 



V. 3 1. Rowndel] From v. 33 to the end of this poem is a fample of old Englifh 
rmmdels^ which Cotgrave defines ** a rime, or fonnet, that ends as it begins." A fpe- 
cimen of the rime in the definition may feem in Chaucer^s Knight*! Tale^ v. 1512, 
13, 14; and of the fonnet here. Cotgrave's definition is incompletet by making no 
mention of the repetition of the burden in the middle. In this refped the definition in 
diBimuure dts Trevoux (adopted by Johnfon) is more to the purpofe ; but neither does 
that exadly correfpond with this Englifh relique, for it makes the fonnet confiil of 
thirteen lines ; of which eight accord to one rime, and five to another : here we 
have fourteen lines in all, and nine of them to one rime. This roimdel is what is 
called ckanceon in the title to the piece. 



To 



[ 63 ] 

To hevy folk of thee the remembrance 
Is falve and oynement to hir feeknefle ; 
For why we this (hul fynge in criftemefle : 

Somer, that rypeft mannes fuftenance 

With holfum hete of the Sonnes warmn6ffe, 45 

Al kynde of man thee holden is to bleffe. 

V. 43. Fm- why"] See the gloflary. 



CESTE 



( 



111. 



CESTE BALADE ENSUYANTE FEUST PAR LA 
COURT DE BONE COMPAIGNIE ENVOIEE A 
LONURE SIRE HENRI SOMER CHAUNCELLER 
DE LESCHEQUER ET UN DE LA DITE COURT. 

[this BALADE FOLLOVVIXG WAS BY THE COURT 
OF GOOD COMPANY SEXT TO HIS HOXOUR SIR 
HENRY SOMER CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHE- 
QUER AXD ONE OP THE SAID COURT.*^ 



Worshipful sir, and our freend fpecial, 
(And felawse in this cas we call yow) 
Your lettre fent un to us cleerly al 
We ha^ve red, and underftanden, how 



It 



* Said Court the editor apprehends muft mean the Cwrt fo called in the beginning 
of this title, and not the Exchequer ; becaufe, though Henry Somer was made a 

K Baron 



[ 66 ] 

It is no wit to your conceit, as now, 5 

U^fe the ru4e foorth as we been inne, 
But al an othir ru4e to begynne : 

Reherfynge, how in the place of honour. 

The Temple, for folace and for gladnefle 

(Wher as nat ogh^te ufid been errour 10 

Of over mochil waaft or of exceffe) 

Pirft wern we foundid to u^fe largefle 



Baron of that Court in 1408, he could hardly remain fo after being appointed its 
Chancellor. When his latter promotion took place, does not appear ; but there 
was a new appointment of a baron in 1409, another in 141O9 and of three more in 
1414 ; either of which might be in the room of Somen This Compaty feems to have 
been formed of members of the Middle Temple. The Temple is mentioned in the 
poem; and Chejhr^s Inn (where Hocclevb fhidied the law) appears to have then 
belonged to the Middle Temple. Though the editor can throw very little light upon 
the particular cuflom of the feaft here treated of; yet he gives the piece to the pub- 
lic, as a fingular curiofity in its way, and perhaps more intelligible to abler antiqua- 
ries, than to himfelf. It certainly is not publiihed to fet oflT the poetical talent of its 
author, being merely an epiftolary altercation verfified, and in a ftyle for the moft 
part much embarrafled. 

V. 5. No wit feems another way of fpelling no whit : but take wit iorfenfe^ and 
the paifage will be equally intelligible. UJetk n§ wytte is a phrafe in Caxton*s 
Chivalty. 

V. 6. Ufe} Another omiffion of to before the infinitive. 



In 



[ 67 ] 

In our defpenfes ; but for to exceede 
Refon we han, efpyed yee nat beede. 

Yee allegge eek, how a rule hath be kept '15 

Or this, which was good as yee have herd feyn ; 

But it now la^te ceflid hath and flept. 

Which good yow thynkith were up take ageyn ; 

And, but if it fo be, our Court certeyn 

Nat likly any whyle is to endure, 20 

As hath in mow^^the many a cre^ature, 

Yee wolden, that in confervacioun 

Of our honour, and eek for our profyt, 

That thentente of our old fundacioun 

Obferved migh^^te been, and to that plyt 25 

Be broght as it was firft, and pafle al qwyt 

V. 13. To exceeJe] At the Middle Temple an additional difh to the regular dinner 
is ftill called exceedings : to which appellation Maffinger alludes (in the Pi6hire) by the 
expreilion of " feftival exceedings ;" but his editor Coxeter, not knowing the origin 
of the phrafe, thinks ' exceeding feftivals* had been better. 

V. 14. Effyedyu not heedeJ] that is, you do not fay lias been /ten hy you. 

V. 18. Tom thynkith is the fame kind of phrafe as me thinhs : yow is the oblative 
cafe, and not the nominative. 

V. a6. Pajffe alqivyt out of the daunger] This phrafeology was common with old 
writers. Fabian has it in a paflage, where daunger is ufed more peculiarly, than 
by Hocclevc: he is fpeaking of two fherifFs imprifonedin the 38th year of Hen. III. 
and fays, " how they paflyd out of the kynges daunger^ I fy nde not." 

K 2 Out 



[ 68 ] 

Out of the daunger of outrageous waaft, 

Left with fcorn and repreef feed us fwich taaft. . 

Un to that en^de fix^e fhippes grete 

To yeve us han yee grauntid and b^hight, 30 

To bye ageyn our dyner flour or whete ; 

And befide it, as refon wole and right, 

Pai^e your lagh, as dooth an othir wight. 

That by mefu^re rulith him and gyeth. 

And nat as he, whom outrange maiftrieth. SS 

In your lettre contened is alfo. 

That if us lift to chaunge in no mane^re 

Our neew^e gy^fe, ne twyn^ne ther fro. 

The fir^fte day of May yee wole appeere ; 

That day yee fet^^te be with us in fcere ; 40 

And to keepe it yee wo^le be reedy. 

This is thefFe6l of your lettre foothly. 



V. 29. Sixfilppes grete can mean nothing clfc in this paflage, Xhsukfic wkoU nMes\ 
which HoccLBVE calls fhips for the reafon already given in the note to II. 21. 

y . 40. Sette he : that is, ajtpwnt to be. 



To 



I 



[ 69 ] 

To the which in this wy-fe we anfwere : 

Excefsfe for to do be yee nat bownde, 

Ne noon of us, but do as we may here ; 45 

Up on fwich ru4e we nat us ne grownde, 

Yee been difcreet, thogh yee in good habownde : 

Dooth as yow thynkith for your honeftee ; 

Yee and we all arn at our libertee. 

At our laf^te dyner, wel knowen yee, 50 

By our Stywardes limitacion, 

(As cuftume of our Court axith to be. 

And ay at ou^re congregacion 

Obferved) left al excufacion, 

Warned yee wern for the dyner array e ^^ 

Ageyn thorfday next, arid nat it delaye. 

We yow nat holde avyfid in fwich wyfe, 

As for to make us deftitut that day 

Of our dyner, take on yow that empryfe : 

V. 48. Tow iAyniitA.1 Set note to v. i8. 

V. JO. ^/ our lafiedyner^ &f.] By the whole of this flanza it may be inferred, that 
each dinner had a Steward, who then appointed the time for the next dinner. Alfo 
a new Steward feems to have been appointed at the fame time, who bore a coq- 
fiderable fhare of the charge. This (we may prefume) was now Sir Henry Somer. 

v. 56. Delaye mc^ns to deii^. 

V. CO. Take fix or to take. 

If 



[ 70 ] 

If your luft be, dryveth exceffe* away ; 60 

Of wy^fe men mochil folke lerme may ; 
Difcretion mefurith ev^ry thyng ; 
Defpende aftir your pleafance and lykyng. 

Enfaumpleth us, let feen and us miroure : 

As that it feemeth good to your prudence, 6$ 

Reu4e that day, for the thank fhal be youre ; 

Dooth, as yow lift be drawe in confequence ; 

We truften in your wys experience : 

But keepith wel your tourn, how fo befall. 

On thorfday next, on which we awayte all. 70 



v. 64. Lei feen and us miroure^ for and Ut us fee a pattern. This tianipofitioii of 
and is veiy unufual ; yet there does not feem any other way of making fenfe of the 
paflage, but by putting Ut feen by itfelf, and making miroure a verb — ^for which lafl 
ufage the editor can find no trace of an authority. 

v. 67. Asyvm lift he dram in emfequence.] The meaning is, * as it pleaies you to 
have drawn into a precedent.' 

y. 70. Awayte is here ufed in a neutral fenfe, like wait. Lydgate ufes it in 
the fame way in his Trey-Mt : 

Medea, to awayte upon her knight, &c. 



AU 



AU ROY. 

[to the king*.] 



Victorious kyng, our lord ful gracious. 

We humble li^ge men to your hyn^ffe 

Meekly byfeechen you, o kyng pitous, 

Tendre pitee have on our iliarp diftreffe : 

For, but the flood of your rial largefle 5 

Flowe up on us, gold hath us in fwich hate. 

That of his love and cheertee the fcantn^fle 

Wole arte us three to trotte un to Newgate. 

♦ Moft probably Hen. V. and towards the end of his Ihort reign. 

The poem is feleded, to fhew the continuance of Hoccl eve's pecuniary diftreffes. 

V. 8. Us three probably includes two of our poet's three joint-petitioners to the 
Undertreafurer, that are named in No. II. v. 25, 6. 

Benigne 



[ 7^ ] 
Benigne li^ge Lord, o havene and yate 
Of our confort, let your hy worthy neffe lo 

Oure indigences foftne and abate ; 
In yow lyth al, yee may our greef redreffe. 
The fom^me, that we in our bill exprefle. 
Is nat exceflif, ne outrageous ; 

Our long fervice alfo berith witn^fle 15 

We han for it be ful laborious. 

O li^ge Lord, that han be plentevous 

Un to your liges of your grace algate, 

Styntith nat now for to be bontevous 

To us your fervants of the ol^de date : 20 

God woot, we have been ay eerly and late 

Lovyn^ge li^ge men to your noblefle ; 

Lat nat the ftrook of indigence us mate, 

O worthy Prin^ce, mirour of proweffe. 



V. 13. Wt in our hill exfreJfeJ] By this it appears, that thcfc verfcs only accompa- 
nied a more regular petition [bill] prefented to the King. 

V. 20. 7he olde Jate.} This expreffion makes it probable, that the verfes were 
written towards the concluiipn of this reign : by which time Hoccleve might have 
been in his office 25 years; for the iloppage of his annuity in the laft reign, implies, 
that he had a grant from Richard II. [See note to v. 423.] 

Ade 



V, 



A de B, & C de D, &c. * 



uEE heer my maiftr' Carpenter, I yow preye, 
How many chalenges ageyn me be ; 
And I may nat delivre* hem by no weye, 



* This is not the title to the poem, but written in the margin, even with the firft 
line. Under thefe initials is alfo this marginal note. ^* Cede balade feuft ten# 
•* drement confideree, & bonement executee." 

V. I. Carpenter.] Rofs of Warwick fays, that ^oAn Carpenter (made in 1443 
Biihop of Worceftcr) was recommended for promotion by Henry V. on his death-bed. 
He might therefore be in circumftances to affift Hocclcve early in the next reign. 
By a patent of the 5th of Henry VI. printed in the lad part of the third volume of 
DuGD ale's Monafticon (p. 177, col. 2.) it appears, that a John Carpenter (i^TohMj 
the fame) was one of the executors of the famous Richard IVhityngton. 

L So 



[ 74 ] 

So me werreyeth coynes fcarfetee. 

That ny coufin is to neceflitee ; 5 

For why un to yow feeke I for refut, 

Which that of confort am ny deftitut. 

Tho men, whos names I above expreffe, 

Fayn wolden that they and I evene were ; 

And fo wolde I, god take I to witnefle. to 

I woot wel, I moot heere, or elles where 

Reckne* of my dettes, and of hem anfwere ; 

Myn her^te for the dreede of god and awe 

Fayn wolde it qwyte, and for cdnftreynt of lawe. 

But by my trou^the nat wole it betyde : 1 5 

And therfore, as fair as I can and may, 

With afpen her^te I preye hem abyde, 

And me refpy^te to fum lenger day ; 

Some of hem grante, and fome of hem feyn nay ; 

V. 5. Cou/Bi.] And very co/lyns through bafty cruelte 
To the wode furies infernall. 

Lyd. Falio/Fs. 
V. 8. J6o%fe^ that is, in the initials at the top of the laft page. 

V. 14. // anfwering to dettes is a confufion of number; which grammatical in- 
accuracy old Englifh writers were indeed frequently guilty of. 

And 



C IS ] 

And I fo fore ay dreede an afitir clap, 20 

That it me reveth many a fleep and nap. 

If that it lykid un to your goodn6ire 

To be betwixt hem 4nd me fwich a menc. 

As that I migh^^te kept be fro durefle. 

My hevy thoghtes woldc it voi^de clene. 25 

As your good plefance is, this thyng demene 

How wel that yee doon, and how foone alfo 

I fuffre may in qwenchynge of my wo. 

V. a I. MoM^ a both here, and in III. % i, makes but two fyllables ; as is always 
the cafe in Milton, and frequently in Spensek. 

V. 23. Hem^ though not in the Mf. is clearly required both for fenfe and metre* 

V. a8. Suffie.'] Sec Gloflary. 



L 2 GO 



VL* 



CxO litil pamfilet, and ftreight thee dreffe 
IJn to the noble rootid gentilleffe 
Of the mighty prince of famous honour, 
My gracious Lord of Yorke, to whos nobl6fle 
Me recomman^ide with hertes humblefle, 
As he that have his grace and his favour 
Fownden alway, for which I am dettour 
For him to preye ; and fo fhal my fimpl^ffe 
Hertily do un to my dethes hour. 



Remem- 



* This poem has no title, but foon difcovers itfelf to have been fent and addrefl 
to Richard Duke of York, father to Edward IV. 

The nine- line danzas (of which it conlifls) were not very common with our old 
poets ; and even in thofe few of the kind the arrangement of rimes was moftly 
different from what it is here : but Dunbar's G^den Terge cxadly correfponds with 
the metre of this poem. 

V. I. PamJiUt,'] Whether this word relates lingly to the prefent poem, or to a 
number of the poet's other pieces accompanying it, is not fo clear. Hocclevb 
calls his poem de regimine principum alfo a pamfilet, Skelton fpeaks of a nobk pam^ 
phelet, 

V. 6. He,"] A grammatical irregularity for him. See Gloflary. 
His grace and his favwr fowntien always tdc.'\ Here wc have a plain acknowledg- 
ment 



[ 78 ] 
Remembre his worthyneffe I charge thee, lo 

How ones at London defired he 
Of me, that am his fervant and ftial ay, 
To have of my balades fwich plent^e, 
As ther weren remeynynge un to me, 
And for nat wole I to his wil feyn nay, 15 

But fulfille it as ferfoorth as I may, 
Be thow an owter of my nycetee 
For my good lordes luft and game and play. 

My lord byfeeke eek in humble maneere 

That he nat foufFre thee for to appeere 20 

In thonurable fighte or the pref^nce 

Of the noble princeffe, and lady d6ere. 

My gracious lady, my good lordes feere. 

The mirour of womdnly excellence ; 

Thy cheer is naght, ne haaft noon eloquence 25 

To monftre thee before hir y^^en cleere : 

For myn hon6ur were holfum thyn abftnce. 

ment of a long feries of obligations. The poet's addrefs to bis friend Carpenter 
feems to have been the latefl of his complaining drains. It is therefore by no means 
improbable, that the latter part of his life was rendered comfortable by the liberalitj 
of the Duke of York. 

V. 12. Skal ufed elliptically forjkal be. See Tyrwhitt's gloflary to Chancer. 

V. 45. Haafi.] ThtfU is onderilood. 

Yit 



[ 79 ] 
Yit ful fayn wolde I have a meffageef 
To recomman^de me with herte enteer 
To hir benigne and humble wommanhede ; 30 

And at this tyme have I noon othir heer 
But thee, and final am I for thee the neer ; 
And if thow do it nat, than fhal the dede 
Be left, and (that nat kepte I) out of drede 
My Lord, nat I, ftial have of thee poweer ; 35 

Axe him licenfe, up on him crie and grede. 

Whan that thow haft thus doon, than aftirward 

Byfee^che thow that worthy Prince Edward, 

That he thee leye apart, for what may tyde, 

Left thee behol^de my maiftir Picard. 40 

I warme thee, that it ftial be ful hard 

For thee and me to halte on any fyde. 

But he efpie us : yit no force ; abyde ; 

Let him look on ; his herte is to me ward 

So freendly, that our ftia^me wole he hyde. 45 



V. 40. Picard (of whom the editor has found no mention elfe-where) mufl have 
been the name of Edward's tutor. Edward was but feven years old in 1449 ; at 
which period Hocclevb's age could be little ihort of eighty. 



If 
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If that I in my wrytyn^ge foleyc 
(As I do oft, I can it nat withfeye) 
Meetrynge amis, or fpeke unfyttingly, 
Or nat by juft peys my fentences weye, 
And nat to thordre' of endytyug obeye, 50 

And my colours fette of^te fythe awry, 
With al myn her^te wole I buxumly. 
It to amende and to corre6te, him preye ; 
For undir his correction ftande y. 

Thow foul book un to my Lord feye alfo, 55 

That pryde is un to me fo greet a fo. 
That the fpe6tacle forbedith he me. 
And hath y-doon of ty^me yere ago ; 
And for my figh^te blyve haftith me fro, 

V. 50. Thordre is the ordre in the Mf. ; but metre requires the contradion ; and, 
that being the cafe, the Mf. authorifes this mode of jundion by many fimilar ones. 

V. 51. CoUursJ] Thus Lydgate in his Fall rf Princes fpeaks of Chaucer's 
** colours of fwetenes,** 

and fays of himfelf, 

Of freih colours I toke no manere hede. 

V. 57. The /pelade.'] This word (both here and in the lines cited in the preface) 
muft mean nearly the fame as is now called a pair of fpeHacles* So thought the late 
worthy optician, Mr. Adams, whofe profeffional judgment and truly communicative 
difpofition the editor had availed himfelf of upon the fui>jed. Skeltok in his 
Crtnun of laurel has the ^XwxtX fpeHacles, 

And 
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And lakkith that that fholde his confort be, 60 

No wondir thogh thow ha^ve no beautee. 
Out up on pry^de, caufer of my wo ! 
My fighte is hurt thurgh hir adverfitee. 

Now ende I thus : the holy Trinitee, 

And our Lady the bleflid mayden free, 65 

My Lord and Lady have in governance. 

And grante hem joie and hy profperitee, 

Nat to endure oonly two yeer or three, 

But a thoufand : and if any plefance 

Happe migh:!te on my poo^re fouffiflancc 70 

To his proweffe and hir benignitee. 

My lyves joie it were, and fuftenance. 



V, 65. Free feems to have been an ufual epithet beftowed on tlie Virgin : 

annunciation of owre lady/r^ 

purification oi owre lady iofre. 

Juliana Barnes im hunting. 



M AN 



A N 



EXPLANATION 



OF THE 



REFERENCES AND ABBREVIATIONS 



USED IN THE GLOSSARY. 



The fmall figures, when by themfelves, refer to the correfponding lines in 
the firji poem ; when they have Roman numerals prefixt^ then to thofe 
of the poem pointed out by the faid numerals. 

Immediately after each word to be explained is an abbreviation, denoting the 
part of fpeech \ as v. for verb, n . for noun, &c. 



Alb. The St. Alban's edition of the book on hawking, huming, and 

Cootarmuris, in the year 1486. 

Carp. Carpentier's Supplement to* the Gloflary of Du Cange. 

Caxt. Caxton* 

Ch. Chaucer. 

C. C. Pla. Corpus Chrifli Play, printed in Stevens's Monafticon. 

Div. a Pan. Dives & Pauper, Pynfon's edition, 1493. 

M 2 Doug. 
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Doug. Fin Gloffary to Gawin Douglas's Virgil by Ruddinian. 

E. a. Earl Rivcrs's Moral Proverbs, printed by Caxton. 

Fab. Fabyan's Chronycle. 

Fort. Fortefcuc on Monarchy. 

G. Gower. 

Hyli. Walter Hylton's Scala PerfeAionisy Notary's edition, 1507. 

L» Lydgatc. 

Af. V. Maundevile's Voyage. 

Af. L. D. Manning's edition of Lye's Di£lionary. 

P. L. Gloflary to Peter Langtoft by Hearne. 

P. P. Pierce Ploughman's Vifions. 

Prompt. Promptorium, &c. printed by Pynfon in 1499, but compiled 

in 1440. 
R. G. Gloffary to Robert of Glocefter, by Hearne. 

Spen. Spenfer. 

Tlpt. Tiptoft Earl of Worcefter's Tranflation of Cicero de Amicitiil, 

or elfe his other trafl printed by Caxton with it. 
Tjr. Tyrwhitt's Gloffary to Chaucer. 

fFic. Wicliff's Teftament according to the edition of it by Lewis. 

The Gloffary there annext to it omits many of its obfolete 

words. 
^ denotes a word not to have been ufed (as hv as the editor can 

difcover) by any other author than Hoccleve. 



GLOSSARY. 



GLOSSARY. 



AbOVEN (prep.) 4. Above. G. and L. 

Abyde (v.) 319. V 17. VI 43. Stay. ff^c. 

Acate (if.) i8i. Purchafc, Tyr. Achate. 

Accufith (v.) 40. Difcovers. Tyr. 

9^ Admittible (adj.) 299. Admittable. This does not feem to have been a 

real word, but only a change of a vowel by poetical licenfe for the fake 

of rime. 
Adverfitee, («•) 5. 47. VI 63. See note to 5. 
Agaft (part.) 259. 424. Terrified. Tyr. 
Ageyn (prep.) 52. II 19. Ill 31. 56. V2. Againft. Tyr. 
Ago (part.) 265. Gone. Tyr. 
Al (adv.) 16. 192. Ill 7. Quite. Tyr. 
■ (conj.) 209. Although. Tyr. 

Al day See day.. 
Algate (adv.) 183. IV 18. Always. Tyr. 

Amis 
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Amis (adv.) 164. 224. 111. Tyr. 
Appall {v.) 3IO, Grow flat. L. 

Which never fhall appallen in my minde, 
But tX-^^a^ frejhc been in myne memorie. 

FroU to Storie of Thebes. 
Pall as a verb neuter is flill ufed in the fame fenfe. 

Appcrt See privee. 

^^ Arghnefle (».) 435. Indolence. Jrg. for indolent may be found in M» 

L. D. Supp. Forming fubflantives by the addition of nes was the pra^ice 

of other writers ; for in Cootarmuris we have longnes and brodenei. 
Armonie («.) 255. Harmony. L. 
Am (v.) Ill 49. Are. Tyr. 
Arte (v.) IV 8. Conftrain. Tyr. 

Artith 438. 

Artid [part.) 396. 
As feems often to be redundant, like as in the modern phrafe ifij^r/. See 

65. 182. 289. 307. 
Aflautes («.) 58. Aflaults. Tyr. 
Afterte [v,) 96. Efcape. Tyr. 
Attemprely (adv.) 106. Temperately. Tyr. 
Avantage («.) 167,9. Advantage. Tyr. 
Avante (v.) 6. Boaft. Tyr. 
Au£lour (».) 223. Source. PFic. 
Avyfe [with thee'] (v.) 372. Look to thyfelf. Tyr. 
Avyfid (part,) 273. Ill 57. Advifed. Doug. Fir. 
Awayta (v.) Ill 70. See the note. 
Axe (v.) 182. 440. VI 36. Afk. Tyr. 

Axith 
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Axith (v.) Ill 12. Requires. Div. ii Pau. 
Axynge (».) II 12. Requeft. Tyr, 

B. 

Beede {v.) Ill 14. Say. R. G. See jir^/ in the addenda to Af. L. D. where 

one of the interpretations of heodan is f radicate, 
Behight {part.) Ill 30. Promifed. Tyr. 

Benefice (».) 103. Benefit. Wic. L Tym. ch. 6. and Div. f^ Pau. Pr. iii. 
Bere (v.) 286. HI 45. Bear. Tyr. 

Berith IV 15. 
Beftad (part.) 129. Circumftanced. Spen. 
Bet (adv.) 178. Better. 23^. 
Bete (part,) 434. Beaten. £. 
Bill (h.) IV 13. Petition. L. 

This was the ^y, which that Ihon Bochas 

Made unto Fortune. 

Fall of Ps. B. vi.ch. i. 
Bit (v.) 280. Bid, Tyr. . 

Blyve (adv.) 280. VI 59. Quickly. Tyr. Blive. 
Bond (^rrt. of Z'/W) 275. Bound. fVic. 

" Held Jon and bond him." Mark, ch. 6. 
Bontevous* (<7^'.) II 8. IV 17. Bounteous. L. Bountevous. 



* The letter v in this word, and in others of the fame formation, was probably- 
pronounced like any; fince in MaundeviWs Vftyage we meet with plenti/bus, and 
cofli/bus. 

Boot 
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Boot (if.) 190. Boat. fTic. 

Boot-men 195. 
Borwid (pari, of borwe) 369* Borrowed. The verb borwe (but in another 

of its old fenfes) is in C. C. Pla. 
Brent {part, of irenne) 390. Burnt. Tyr. 
Brigge (if.) 190. 194. Bridge. Af. V. 
t^ BrydiUees {adj.) 78. Without bridle. — ^r^x was the fame privative 

termination^ as the modern Icfs. 
But {conj.) 57. 129. IV 5. Unlefs. Tyr: 
But if {conj,) 7. 445. Ill 19. Unlefs. JP. L. 
Buxumly {adv.) VI 52. Submiffively. Tyr. 
Bye (v.) Ill 31. Buy. Wic. L. and /ir/. 
Byfeeke {v.) 411. VI 19. Befeech. Tyr. 
Byfcyc {part.) 142. Befeen. Tyr. 

C. 

Carkeis (if.) 350. Carcafe. The word carkes is in Fabyan. 

Ceffid {part.) Ill 17. Ceafed. Tyr. 

Chalenges {n.) V 2. Claims. /iP7r. Chalange. 

Charge (if.) 127. Bufinefs of weight. Tyr. 

Chcef 50. See the note. 

Cheer (».) 266. Appearance. Tyr. Chere. 

VI 25. Courtefy. R. G. 

Cheerid (tf^\) II 9. Glad cheerld. Of a plcafant afpe£l. £. has 
Hidoufly chered, and ugly for to fee. 

Siarie of Thebes. 
Cheertee (».) IV 7. Regard. L. 
Cherice {v.) 282. Chcrifh. Tyr, 

Chevice 
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Chevice (v.) 10 !• 285. Bear up. See Carp, in chevlr. Chevice is ufed 
in the fame fenfe by Hoccleve in his Letter of Cupid^ printed with 
Chaucer ; and alfo in Chaucer's Complaint of Mars^ where Urry's 
gloiTanft (not underftanding the word) would alter it to cherice, 

Chinchy {adj.) 136. Niggardly. CL R. R. 6002. 

Chyldly (fl^j^'.) 64- Of a child. L. 

In chjldly wy*fe on her gan to fmyle. 

Fall of Ps. 11. ch. 22. 
This word (having no proper fubditute in modem language) is worth 
reviving. 

Clappid [part.) 394. Talked quick. Tyr. 

Theyr tunge clapptth. L, Chichevache and Bycorne. 

Clept {part, of clepe) 225. Called. Tyr. 

Combreworldes {n.) 225. Encumbrances to the world. Tyr. 

Compleyne {v. a^ive.) 20. 342. Bewail. L. and 77//. 
Compleyned {part.) 341. 

Comunt {adj,) 427. Common. L. 2nd Tipt. 

Conceit («.) Ill 5. Conception. Tyr. Concete. 

Confort («.) IV 10. V7. VI 60. Comfort. L. 

Confeil (n.) 76. 86. Counfcl. Tyr. 

ConfeiUynge {part.) 278. Counfelling. P. Z. 

Contenance («.) 266. Countenance. Z. 

Contened {part.) Ill 36. Contained. fTic. prol. to apocal. 

Contrarie {v.) 191. Oppofe. fVic. 

Contree (».) 215. Country. ^. V. 

Cotidian {adj.) 25. Daily. Tyr. 

Countrefete {v.) 322. Imitate. Tyr. Contrefete. 

^ Cravour («.) 429. One that craves. 

N Cure 
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Cure («.) a6i. 309. Care. Tjr. 

Cuftumc («.) 113. 161. Ill 52. Cuftom. Caxt. 

D. 

Dar (v.) 137, 321. 425. Dare. Wic. 
Daunger («.) 126. Coynefs. Tyr. 
Day («.) 185. V 18. Time. 7>r. 

Al day 224. 430. Always. L. 

Day by day. 39. 122. Continually. Wic. 
Debate {v.) 328. Combat. Sfen. 

Well could he turney» and in lids debate. 

F.Q. B.II. C.I. ft. 6. 
Delivre (v.) V3. Difcharge. Wic. 

Demene (v.) V 26. Manage. Tyr. Demaine. See Carp. Difmanare; 
Departith [v.) 133. Separates. M. V. 

** Departethe Ytaille and Greece." ch. 5. 
Deprave* {y.) 171. Vilify. L. 
Derke {adj.) 88. Dark. Wic. and L. 
Defpenfe («•) 205. 342. Expence. Tyr. Difpence. 

Defpenfes. 345. Ill 13. 
Deiporte (v.) II 30. Divert. Tyr. Difport. 

* The editor is much mifbken, if this verb is not ufed in the fame fenfe \ff 

Shakfpeare, even in a paifagc which Johnfon has cited, as an inftance of its other 

meaning [to corrupt]. 

Who lives, that's not 

Deprtrved^ or depraves f 

Timotty ziQi i. 

Let any reader only look at the context both before and after. Even Johnfon 
dlews in the fame didionary, that Shakfpeare ufed deptavatim for defamatiw. 

Defteyned 
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Deftcyned (part.) 340. Difparaged. Doug. Fir. Oiftene. 
Dettes («.) 375. V i2. Debts. L. 
Dcttour («.) VI 7. Debtor. /T/V. and Tipt. 
Dide {v.) Did. /iP/r. and >!/. F. and L. 
Dirknefle (/i.) 115. Darknefs. L. 
Difplefeunt {adj.) 405. Difpleafing. Tyr. 
Differt* (».) 272. Defert or Merit. M. F. 
Diffcverance {«.) 20. Separation. Doug. Fir. 
Doumb (adj.) 433. Dumb. fFic. , 

Dreedc («.) 157. Doubt. Outofdrede. VI 34. Without Doubt. Tyr. 
Drefle (v.) 352. Apply. VI i. Addrefs. Tyr. 
Dreffid me (pret.) 194. Took my way. L. 
Drope («.) 415. Drop. L. 
Durefle («.) 12. Hardfliip. Tyr. 
' V24. Harm. L. . 

For winter Storms might do them no dureffi. 

Fall of Ps. 



Effea [n.) Ill 42. Subftance. Tyr. 

Eft (flrfv.) 408. Again. Tyr. 

EUes (ijrfi/.) II 23. Elfe. Ella where. V 1 1 . Elfewhere. Tyr. 

Encombrith (v.) 355. Diftreffes. L. 

Enditith {v.) 298. Diflates. Tyr. 

♦ Dis for </iP was formerly ufcd in other words derived from the French: 
Lydgate's Fall of Princes has ^iVfolate, ^nd //wgrade. 



N 2 ^ Enlumynynge 
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^ Enlumynynge (».) II 4. Illumination. L* 

Enteer {adj,] VI 29. Entire. L. 

Entent («.) 182. Intention. Tyr. 

Entremete (v.) 429. Interpofe. 7yr, Entennete. 

Envolupid (part.) 245. Wrapt up. Tyr. 

Erneftful {aiij.} 293. Zealous. Af. L. D, Earmji interpreted by Jiudiofus^ 

Efchue (v.) 216. Efchew or avoid. G. and L. 

Evere mo [adv.] 199 267. Evermore. G. 

Execute {part.) 76. 359. Put in execution. £. 

Ey [interj:) 393. Tyr. 



F. 



Farfid {part.) 13. Stuffed. Tyr, 

Favell (».) 244,7.284,7. Favele. 223. Cajolery or flattery by words. G?r^. 
Faveles [gen. ca.) 211. See the note. 

Feere («.) VI 23. Wife. Infeere. Ill 40. In company. Tyr. 

Feith (».) 219. Truth. Alb. \n Cootarmurisx -^j /«M « * as is the truth.' 

Felawe (».) Ill 2. Companion. Tyr. 

Femel («.) 138. Family. Doug. Vir. 

Ferd {part.) 170. Afraid. Tyr. 

Ferfoorth {adv.) VI 16. Far forth. Tyr. 

Fern ago {adv.) Iq6. Long ago. P. P. 80. b. 

Ferneyeer (».) 423. The former year. This explication is thoroughly fub- 
ftantiated by the marginal annotation in the Mf. ; for which fee the note. 
It alfo accords with Tynvhitt^s conje£tural explanation of the fame word in 
Chaucer's Troilus ; only that it is there (perhaps unneceflarily) fuppofed a 
plural. The interpretation of this word by Urrfs gloflarift, who takes it 

on 
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on Skinner's authority to be a corruption of Fevriere [February], is almoft 
ridiculous. 

Folie («.) 40. 62. 303. Folly. Tyr. 

^ Foleye [v.) VI 46. Trifle. ' Carp. Folier. 

For like the French pour before infinitives. Tyr. 

— {conj.) Becaufe that. Tyr. 

For thy (fo«/.) 356. Therefore. Tyr. 

For why {conj.) II 43. V6. Wherefore. fFic. Luk. ch. la. v. 3. Div^ 
tsf Pau. Pr. viii. ch. i. towards the end. Alfo Hylt. in a few places. 
This fenfe of /or why^ which accords bed of any with the two paflages in 
HoccLEVE, is, notwithftanding its analogy with the foregoing article, very 
rare in old writers : the why in general (except where the two words make 
the whole of an interrogative fentence) is redundant, and makes no altera* 
tion in the accuftomed fenfes offer. 

Force (».) 130. Neceflary confequence. Doug. Fir. No force. VI 43. 
No Matter. Tyr. No force of 305. No matter for. Tyr. 

Foryeve {vi) 408. Forgive. Div. (sf Pau. 

Foftred {part.) 229. Nourifhed. Tyr. 

Free {adj.) VI 65. Liberal. Tyr. 

Fro {prep.) From. Tyr. 

Fundacioun (».) Ill 24. Foundation, L. 

G. 

Gentilleflfe («.) II 17. Liberality. VI a. Dignity. Tyr. 
Geffe {v.) 332. Guefs. Tyr. 
Gleede («.) 159, Burning coal. Tyr. 
Good («.) Ill 47. Goods or Wealth. Tyr. 

Governaill 



Grcde (v.) VI 36. Cry loudly. Tyr. 
Guerdon («.) 367. Retribution. L. 

Fraud quit with fraud is guerdon covenahle. 

Fail of Pr. IL ch. 30. 
Gye (v.) 387. Guide. Tyr. 
Gycd 228. Gycth III 34. 
Gyfc («.) 270. 427. Guife or fafhion. Tyr^ 

H. 

Habownde (v,) III 47. Abound. L» 

Habundantly (adv.) 119. Abundantly. Hylt. 

Hzlt (pret. of hold.) 53. Held or kept. Tyr. 

Han for haven (plur. or inf. of) Have. Tyr, 

He (pro.) yi 6. Him. P. L. This indeed feems to have been a common 

phrafeology. " He that moche hath moche behoveth." Dives fcf Patter. 

ch. 4. 
~— is in all in its cafes ufed for it. Tyr. 
Hem (pro.) Them, and Themfelves. Tyr. 
Hennes (adv.) 49. Hence. Tyr. 
Herkne (v.) 263. Hear. L. 

When Thelamon herkened had his tayle. 
Highte (if.) On highte. 172. Aloud. Tyr. who gives his interpretation 

only as a conjef^ure, but which is clearly confirmed by this paflage in 

HoccLEVB. Indeed Spenfer ufes thefe words in the fame fenfe. 

F. Q:, B. V. C. 4. ft. 45. 
Him is frequently ufed for himfelf. Tyr. 

Hir 
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Hir (pro.) Her, and their. Tyr. 
Hire (pro.) Her. 

285. Herfelf. 

Holcote (prop, name,) 249. Robert Holcote was a voluminous theological 

writer in the time of Ed. III. His latin treatife on the Wifdom of Solomon, 

which is referred to by Hoccleve, was printed at feveral places on the 
* Continent in the fifteenth century. The reader that would know< more of 

him, may confult Tanner's Bibliotheca Britann. and Fabricius in his 

BibL lat. med. l^ inf. atatis. 
Holfum (adj.) 248. II 34. VI 27. Wholfomc. Good. L. 
Hondes («.) 115. Hands. Tyr. 

Honeftee (i».) Ill 48. Honour. fVic. I Cor. ch. 12. 
How (adv.) V 27. In fuch manner as. R. G. 
i:^ Humblely* (adv.) 411. Humbly. 
Humblcffe (n.) VI 5. Humility. Tyr. 



Importune (adj.) 425. Troublefome. Tyr. 
Inly (adv.) 237. Thoroughly. Tyr. 
Inne (prep.) Ill 6. In. Tyr. 

K. 

Keep (n.) 195. Care. Tyr. 

Kepte (pret, of iepe.) 425. Took care. Tyr. 



* This manner of forming adverbs extended formerly to feme others, ^hich are 

for found*s fake entirely left off. Thus in the will of Hen. IV. (prcferved in Wce- 

ver p. ao8) we have the word wAoIlily. 

Knyt 
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Knyt (part.) 22. 343. Bound. Tyr. Knit. 

Kus («.) 155. Kifs. G. 

Kythe (v.) 406. Make known. Tyr, Kithe. 



rt* Lagh* (».) Ill 33. Juft (hare. Af. L. D. interprets the faxon word 

hy jus. 
Larger (adj.) 205. More prodigal. Tyr. Large. 
Lat (v.) Let. M. V. 
Leef {adj.) 292. Pleafing. Tyr. Lefe. 
Leet {v.) Stoppe leet^ 254. Made ftop. M. V. 

•* He leet fetten 12 greet ftones." ch. 6. 
Leeved (part.) 220. Believed. Tyr, Leve. 
Lenger (adv.) 288. 392. Longer. Tyr. 

(adj,) V 18. X. 

Lcfte (pret,) 107. Liked. Tjr. 

Lefynges («.) 223. Lies. 7^. 

Lettynge (n.) 174. Hindrance. Z. 

rS* Lightlees (<i^\) 88. Void ©flight. See Brydillees. 

Likei;ous (adj.) 147. Liquorifh. M. L, D, 

Lift (v,) 84. 233. Likes. Tyr, 

(imperfonal) 120. II 22. Ill 37. 67. It pleafes. 7}r. 

Loos (n.) 345. Praife. Tyr. 



* This word has the fame orthography in an extrad (fee Weever p. 153) from an 
old Metrical pfauter, in the Bodleian Library : but there its fenfe exadly corre- 
fponds with that of the modem word law. 

Lore 
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Lore (part, oi lere.) 349. Loft. G. 

The lofs is had, the lucre is lore, B. IV. 
Lofengour («. ) 220. Flatterer. Tyr. 
Luft («.) II 13. Ill 60. VI 18. Pleafure. Tyr. 
Lufty (adj.) 138. Lovely. P, L. 
Lyni 31. See the note. 

Lyte. A lyte and lyte. 92. L. in Troy-hook tifes a lyte adverbially for * 
« little,' and lyte and lyte^ for * by little and little*. 



M. 



Magnificence (n.) 441. Dignity. L. 

Maiftir (177. 20 1.) feems to have been an honorary appellation. fVic. 
" And to be clepid of men maiftir^ Mat. ch. 23. 

' has my prefixt to it, when ufed in addreffing any perfon. V i. 
VI 40. 
Maiftrie («.) For the maiftrie 149. In the beft manner. M. V. ch. ^6. 
Tthe maiftrie for the excellence was common : fo in G. 

■ The maiftrie 
Is, that a man himfelf defende 

Of thynge, which is nat to commende. B. IIL 

Maiftrieth (v.) Ill 35. Mafters. L. 
Malencolie (».) 301,2. Melancholy. Z. 
Maneere («.) 140. Ill 37. VI 19. Manner. P. Z. and L. 
Mate (v.) IV 23. Fell. Carp. Mater. 
Matecre (n.) 268. Matter. Tyr. 

May (v.) II 27. V 16. VI 16. Have the power. Tyr. 
Ne may 34. Cannot. 

O Meetrynge 
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Mcetryngc (part.) VI 48. Making metre.. £. 

Falfcly metryd both of fhorte and longe. Iroy^oot. 
Mccvcd (part,) 333. Moved. L. 
Mene (adj.) 352. Middle. Tyr. 

-"^■^ (^ ) 356- Moderation. V 23. A mean. Tyr* 
Mefchance («.) With Mef chance. 280. With a curfe on you. Sjrr. With. 
Mefcheef (».) 53. 208. Misfortune. Tyr. Mifchefe. 
Meffagcer («.) VI 28. Meffengcr. i. 
Mcfure («.) 306. Ill 34. Moderation. Tyr, 
Meynee («.) 202. People. P. Z.. 
Michel 422. Michaelmas.* 
Mirie (adj.) 237. Merry. P. Z. 
Moche {adv.\ 116. Much. 7)rr. 
Mochil {adj.) 370. Ill 11. 61. Much. Xyr. 
t^Moijdftre {v.) VI 26. Exhibit. Carp. Monftrant. 
Moot (v.) 75. 398. Vii. Muft. Tyr. Mote, 
-n — I I . I II 23. Ufed imperfonally. 
More {adj.) 65. Greater. Tyr. 
Moft (v.) 373. . Muft. T[yr. 
Alowe {v.) 148. May. T!yr. 
Myghelmefle II 14. Michaelmas. Div. ii Piui. 

N. 

Naght («.) VI 23. Nothing. Tyr. Naught. 
Nat {adv.) Not. Tyr. 

* Michel and MafTe might formerly make two words ; as we have Martyn maj/e 

VEkR. G. 

Ne 
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Ne (adv.) Not. (conj.) Nor. Tyr. 

Necr (adv.) VI 32. Nighcr. Tyn Ncrc. 

Neigheburgh («.) 166. Neighbour. £• R. Neighburgh. 

Ncrc (v.) II 3. Were not. Tyr. 

Nightcrtalc (».) 306. Night-time. Tyn 

Nobleffe («.) 410. IV 22. VI 4. Dignity. ?>r. 

Noght (adv.) 254. 310. Not at all. Tyr. Nought. 

Noon (adj.) 132. Ill 45. VI 25. 31. None. J/6. 

N'ot [for »f wo/] (v.) 329. Know not. Tyr. 

Novelrie («.) 38. Novelty. Ty''* 

Nyce (a^*.) 204. Foolifh. Tyr. Nice. The contemptuous word ;r/2; had 

probably this original. 
Nycetce (n.) 45. 404. VI 17. Folly. Tyr. Nrcetee. 

O. 

Of (P^^-) 387. IV 18. In. R. G. 

Of tyme* (^A;.) VI 58. Oftentimes, jf/h. in Cootarmurls. Indeed of irt 

old £ngli{h fometimes fignified oft. R. G. 
Oftefythe (tf^v.) VI 51. Oftentimes. R. G. 
Oinement {«.) II 42. Ointment. Tyr. 
On (prep.) VI 70. In. Tyr. 
Ones (fl^/z;.) 409. VI. 11. Once. Tyr. 
Only (adv.) 83. Solely. Tyr. 
Oon (adj.) 169. One. -rf/^. 

* O/fyme is printed as one word in Caxton's edition of Tiptoft, and in Pynfon's 
of Dives & Pauper. 

O 2 Or 
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Or {adv.) 292,3. 325. 376. Ere. Tyr. 

(P^^P-) 29- ^^6. 444. Ill 16. Before. Tjr. 

Out {interj.) VI 62. Tyr. 

Outrage (11. ) 114. 371. Ill 35. Excefs. Prompt. 

Outrageous (adj.) Ill 27. IV 14. Exceffive. £. 

Outragcoufly (adv.) 109- Exccffively. Af. F. 

»^ Owter (».) VI 17. Completion. This conje£tural interpretation is here 

hazarded, on the ftrength of the old French verb outrer ; one of the fenfes 

of which is achever in Carp. 



Pamfilet (n.) VI. i. Pamphlet. See note. Johnfon grounds his ///rra/ ety- 
mology (par un filet) of the modern word on Caxton*s having printed 
It paunflet : but here we may fee, that the older orthography was different. 

Pardee (363) is an oath. Tyr. 

Paffyngly (adv.) 142. Exceedingly, fflc. 

Pees (n.) JBo. Peace. Tyr, 

Peys (n.) VI 49. Weight. P. L. Peis. 

Piier («.) 8. Pillar. Tyr. 

Pitous (adj.) IV 3. Compaffionate. Tyr. 

Play («.) VI 18. Sport. Tyr. 

Plentevous (tf^(f.) IV 17. Abounding. PFic. To make clear fenfe of this 
paffage in Hoccleve, the reader fhould likewife turn to article Of. 

Plefance (n.) 229. 241. Ill 63. V 26. VI 69. Pleafure. Tyr. . 

Plefant (adj.) 10. 140. Pleafing. L. 

Poefie (n.) 262. See the note. 

Port falut II 22. See the note. 

Poulcs 
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Poules 143. Paul's. Tyr. 

Prceved (part.) 389. Proved. L. 

Privee 270. See the note. 

Privctee (n.) 331. Secret meaning. PFic. 

Pry me («.) 324. Nine o'clock in the morning. GloflariAs by no means 

accord in their explication of this word : but it feems next to impoffible, 

ih^itpryme fhould have been limited to one and the fame determinate import. 

Hearne (fee underne in P. £.) proves it to have meant " fix o'clock in the 

** morning." Mr. Tyrwhitt proves as clearly, that it flood for " the whole 

** firft quarter of an Artificial day." Neither of thefe fenfes arc applicable 

to the paffage in Hoccleve: but, as Hearne has fliewn, t\i2itpryme figni- 

fied a fixt point of time at the beginning of Mr. Tyrwhitt's period, it may 

alfo be inferred from Hoccleve, that it was likewife ufed for the clofe of 

it. Though the editor is unable to produce any other paflage equally de- 

cifive on this head, yet he certainly has met with fuch as are not repugnant 

to Hoccleve's ufage of pryme. That a word of this kind may have had fo 

great a latitude of fignification, is almofi evident from the vague and various 

ufages of morning in modern language. Alfo by a paflage in Ly'D gate's 

Troy-book it feems highly probable, that our anceftors had a pryme of the 

night, as well as of the day : Medea finds, that the time of the moon's 

fhining will be, 

a quarter pafled after prymc. 

Pyne (».) 448. Grief. Tyr. 



Qweynt {part,) 349. Quenched. Tyr. Qucinte 
Qwyte (v.) V 14. Pay. Tyr. Quite. 



Rakil 
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R. 

Rakil (adj.) 83. Hcadftrong. L. 
Real (odj.) 430. Royal. Tjr. 
Rebel (adj.) 65. Difinclined. Z. 

Such as be rcMl for to do plefaunce. 

Fall of Ps. 
Receite {n.) 114. Receptacle. L. 
Reconforten (v.) 336. Comfort. Tyr. 
Recorde (v.) 398. 400. Remember. Tyr. 
Rede {v.) 38a. Advife. 3>r. 

Rcdde (pm.) 86. 105. 

Redden (^/irr.) 91. 
Reed («.) 108. Advice. Tyr. 

{adj.) 159. Red. L. 

^ Refeere {v.) 290. Revert. This fenfe of the verb rrftr deviates in 

fome degree from any the editor has met with. 
Rcfiit («.) V 6. Refuge. Tyr. 
Regaed (9.) 11. Was predominant. L. 

Regnynge {part.) 67. 
Releeved {part,) 386. See the note. 
Releevynge («.) II 24. Relief. Div. fsf Pau. 
Renneth {v.) 78. Runs. Tyr. 
Repeir (n.) 137. Refort. Tyr. 
Repreef («.) Ill 28. Reproof. Tyr. 
Refoun («.) 70, i. 360. Reafon. fFlc. 
Reve {v.) 304. Deprive of. P. L. 

Reveth. V21. 

Rewe 
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Rewc (v.) 412. 443. Have compaffion. Tyr. 
Rial (adj.) IV 5. Royal. L. 
Richefle («.) 3. Wealth. Tyr. 
Riotoures («.) 118. Intemperate livcr*s. Fai. 
Rowndel (».) II 31. See the note. 

^ Rownyngly (aiiv.) 172. In a whifper. E. R. has roumyrtg the par- 
ticiple. 
Rypeft (v.) II 33. Ripened. L. 

When Ceres hath full rypid every giain. 

Troy^hck V- du 36. 



Sad (tf^^'.) 274. Steady. Af, V, ch. 14. 

Salomon 85. Solomon. fVic» ^ 

Salut II 22. See Port. 
^ Scantneflc («.) IV 7. Scsntinefs. 
Seeke {adj,) 409. Sick. Caxt. 
Seekly (tf^\) 15. Sickly. Caxt. 

Seekneflc (».) 22. 118. 337. II 42. Sicknefs. M, F. 
Seelde {adv.) 73. Seldom. L. and Tipu 
Seith (v.) 276. Tells. Af. T. 
Selden (^y^fo.) 165. Seldom. Tyr, 
Self (/rro.) 280. Selves. Tyr. 
Sentence («.) 160. Purport. Sec Tyr. 
Servagc (».) 116. Servitude. Prompt. 
Sette by {v.) 108. Rate. Tyr. 
Setten by 281. Settith by 380. 

Seor 
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Seur (adj.) 320. Sure. E, R. 

Shal VI 12. See the note. 

Shamefaft (adj.) 431. Modeft. Tyr. 

Shapith (v.) 397. Makes ready. Tyr- Shapen. 

Shent (pari.) 375. Ruined. L. 

Sholde (v.) Should. R. G. 

Shul (plur of/ial) II 43. Shall. Tyr. 

Simplefle («.) VI 8. Simplicity. Tyr. 

Sit for Sitteth (v. neut. imperfonal) 329. Suits. Tyr. 

■ (v. a^. imperfonal) 407. The fimilarity of figure iny and^ 

joined to fimilarity of fignification, has induced fome of the ableft antiqua- 
ries to doubt this meaning of the verb^/, and to fuppofe it an error for fit. 
Thus He ARN£ in an old profe extra£l (which he has inferted in his Gloflary 
to Peter Langtoft under the word to name) meeting with the participlc^///«f , 
conjo&ureSy that it ought to have been fitting. Yet this very participle 
occurs in this fenfe no Icfs than eight times in Lydgate's Fall of Princes ; 
and all parts of the fame * verb in the fame fenfe are to be found in moft of 
the bed authors of the 14th, and 15th, and even the beginning of the 
i6th centuries: for this very participle is fo ufed in one of Barclay's 
eclogues, and in Froyflart. Thefe indances are far too numerous to have 
arifen from errors of the pen ; and the preterit fate differs fufficiently from 



* In the printed edition of the prologue to Cicero de cmicitid trandated by Tiptrft^ 
the word f<ftteth occurs in the fame fenfe, but is probably an error of Caxton's 
prcfs for s/tteth : as the latter word (fo ufed) appears three times afler in the 
fame work. 



fit 
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fit to deftroy fuch a fuppofition : but this preterit is frequently ufed in the 

fame way, of which take an inftance from Chaucer: 

\tfate her wonder wel to fing. 

R. R. 750. 

The modern \txhfuit being both <7<?/iy and neutery and alfo impirfonal^ feems 

the genuine reprefentative of the oWfit — not yet totally obfolctc ; for we 

ftill fay, ^ fits well or ill upon.' 

Skill («.) 299. Reafon. Tyr, This ufage of y*/7/ is as modern as Shak- 

speare's fVinter's Tale: 

You have 

As little /it/7/ to fear, as I have purpofe 

To put you to't. 

The pafTage is properly explained by Warburton ; whofe explanation is 
adopted by Johnfon and Steevens. Yet Johnson in his Dictionary gives 
no fuch fenfe o{ Jkilly but produces this very paflage as an example of its 
other fenfes. One (hould really fufpedl, that the lexicographer had not 
collected his authorities for himfelf, nor even revifed them when colledied 
for him. Such a fuppofition might clear him of downright (lupidity, but 
to the impeachment of his common honefly*— in dealing with the public. 
Let however his moral failings be 

interred with his bones. 
MerCs literary deeds live after them, 
and are proper fubjedts of animadverfion, when an author's natural deceafe 
has entitled his literary charailer to an 
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EPITAPH*. 

HERE, PEACEABLE AT LAST, 
ARE DEPOSITED THE REMAINS 
OF DOCTOR SAMUEL JOHNSON : 
THE POET, 
THE CRITIC, 

THE PERIODICAL ESSAYIST, 
THE NOVELLIST, 
THE POLITICO-POLEMIC, 
THE LEXICOGRAPHER, 
TOPOGRAPHER, 
BIOGRAPHER. 
THE PUBLIC TASTE, 
(PATRON OF EVERY NOVELTY) 
CHERISHED HIS WRITINGS FOR A WHILE, 
AS MOST EXTRAORDINARY SPECIMENS 
OF PEDANTIC VERBOSITY : 
EVEN THE MATCHLESS INSIPIDITY OF RASSELAS 
WAS TOLERATED. 
HIS POLITICAL AND POETICAL TENETS 
DIFFERED WIDELY FROM EACH OTHER. 
A BIGOTED EDUCATION 
HAD TAUGHT HIM TO MAINTAIN 
LONG-EXPLODED ABSURDITIES 
IN MAXIMS OF GOVERNMENT: 

* This, epitaph was written very foon after Dr. Johnfon's death, while Newf- 
papers were perpetually pcdcring the public with idle anecdotes about him. 

HIS 
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HIS OWN FAILURES IN POETRY 

RENDERED HIM A PERFECT LEVELLER 

THROUGHOUT THE REGION OF THE MUSES. 

INCOMPETENT CRITIC FROM HEBETUDE, 

CREDULOUS RETAILER OF CALUMNIES. 

ILLIBERAL IN HIS CENSURES, 

CYNICAL IN HIS EXPRESSIONS, 

HE ACQUIRED THE LITERARY TITLE OF 

SNARLER GENERAL. 

TO THE MANES OF POETS AUGUST, 
WHOM JOHNSON SLANDERED IN THEIR GRAVES, 
BE THIS AN EXPIATORY OFFERING. 

Sleeth (v.) 19. Slays. Tyr. Sle. 

Smal (adv.) 98. 157. VI. 32. Little. Sec the note to 98. 

Smert («.) 15. 40. 385. Smart. L. 

Smerte {v.) 384. Smart. Tyr. 

Socour («.) 55, Succour. Z. 

Soghte (v.) 43. Paid homage to. L. 

O Lady Venus, whom I hsLVt fought. 

Temple of Glafs. 

" Tofeche that ydole" means to worfJiip it. M. V. ch. 16. 
Sonne («.) II i, &c. Sun. Tyr. 
Soothly {adv.) Ill 4a. Truly. Tyr. 
Sotil {adj.) 227. Subtle. Z. 
SouflBfance («.) VI 70. SuflSciency or ability. Tyr. Suffifancc. E. R. has 

fouffyfance for fufficiency. 
SoufFyfe {v.) 356. Suffice. Div. ii Paup. 

P 2 SoufFyfe 
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SoufFyfe {v. neut.) 400. L, 
SoufFyfith 83. 

Souftenour (n.) 284. Suftainer or fupporter. L. SuAenour. 

Rj/iof Ps. III. ch. 25. 

Spectacle («.) VI 57. See the note. 

Sterve (v.) 444. Perifti. Tyr. 

Styntith (v.) 200. Gives over. L, 

— [imperative plur,) IV 19. 

Stywardes («.) Ill 51. Steward's. C. C. Pla. and M. V. 

Sumdel [advJ) 314. Somewhat. Tyr, Somdel. 

Suppoaill (».) II 18. Support. L. has the fame word in his Storie of 
Thebes ; but Dr. Morell in his common place book (which is now in the 
editor's poffeflion} has unaccountably copied Lydgate's word, as if it was 
fupportayle. With a flight variation of orthography fuppowail is in Har- 
dynge's, and in Wyntown's chronicles; and the gloflarift to thelatter 
derives it from the old French apuyal\ but how that (hould form the firft 
fyllable of the Englifli word, is rather difficult to conceive. 

Sufteene [v,) 5 362. Suftain. L, 

Swich [adj.) Such. Tyr, 

Syn [conj,) 71. 99. II 6. Since. Ch. 

Syn that my life ne may no longer dure. Kn, Ta, 

(fl^/v.) 337. Tyr. Sin. 

383. Nc?;t. L. 



Taille («.) II 20. Tally. Tyr. 

Taverneres («.) 179. Keepers of taverns. Tyr. 

Tendure 
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Tendure (v.) 308. To endure. Z. 

Than, Thanne (adv.) Then. Tyr, 

ThefFea («.) III42. The effea. L. See EfFca. 

Thentente («.) Ill 42. The entente. Z. See Entente. 

Thefchequeer (n.) 421. The Exchequer. P. L. 

Thidir (adv.) 126. Thither. Tyr, 

Thikke (adj.) 146. In great quantity. C^, 

As thikke as motes in the fun»ne heme. v. 6450. 
Tho (adv.) 12. 13. Then. Tyr. 

(pro.) V 8., Thofe. Tyr. 

Thonourable (adj.) VI 21. The honourable. 
Thordre (n.) VI 50. The order. Caxt. 
Thrifte (v.) 360. Thruft. Tyr. Threfle. 
Thrifty (adj.) 135. Thirfty. Div. faT Pau. 
Thurgh (prep.) Through. Tyr. 

Thurgh out (prep.) 145. Throughout. 7yr. 
To (adv.) 269. 362. Too. Tyr. 

— (P^^-) 45- In- 5>. 

To fore (adv.) 348. Before. G. 

TofFende (v.) 46. To offend. 

Tokne (n.) 419. Token. Af. F. 

Trefor (n.) i. Treafure. E. R. 

Treforeer (n.) 418. Treafurer. Caxt. 

Trete (v.) 437. Declare. Alb. ** Where this mater fhall be moor 

playnli tretit.*^ Cootarmuris. 
Trowe (v.) 394. Beh'eve. Tyr. 
Trycc (v.) 287. Thruft. Tyr. 
Tweye (^^3Jr.) 419. Two. Tyr. 

Twynne 
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Twynne (v.) 17.318. Ill 38. Depart. Tyr. Twinnc. 

Twynned (pret.) 42. 
Tyde (v.) VI 38. Happen. L. 



U. 

Venym («.) 211. Venom. L, 

Verray {adj.) 71. 184. 37i>3. Very. fFic, 

Vertuous {adj,) 335. Salubrious. Af. F. ch. 15. 

Unluft [n.) 189. Idlenefs. Dlv. ^ Pau. *^ To mainteyne them in unlu/l. 

" and in bodily ^eafe. Pr. vii. ch. 22. 
Unnethe (adv.) 216. 365. 400. Scarcely. Tyr. 

^ Unfittyngly (adv.) VI 48. Unfuitably. L. and Fab. have unjittynge. 
Unwar [adj,) 41. Unwary. P. Z. 
Voidc (v.) 382. V25. Put away. Z. 

When quene Vafty was voided for her pride. 

Fall of Ps. III. ch. a6. 
448. Clear. Tyr. 



(v. neut,) 280. Go away. I'yr. 



W. 

Wacch («.) 305. 322. Late revel. £. 

The wynter he fpent in lechery, 

In watch and ryot. 

Fall of Ps. V. ch. 15. 

Soon after he repeats the three, and calls them 
Nyght excejfe^ ryot, and lechery. 

Wafrcs 
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Wafres («.) 146. See the note. 
Warie {v,) 63. Revile. Doug. Fir. 
Weene {v.) 364. Think. Tyr. Wene. 
Wei was him 199. Well oflF was he. See Tyr. 
Wele («.) 287. Profpcrity. Tyr. 

Weleful {adj.) 402. Able to make happy. Tyr. and Tipt. 
Wern [for weren] [v.) Ill 12. 55. Were. L. 
Werne {v.) 430. 442. Refufe. Tyr. 
Werre (».) 80. 302. War. Tyr. 
Werreith {v.) 117. V4. Worries. L. 
Wexe [v.) 159. II 5. Wax or grow. Tyr. 
Weye [v.) VI 49. Weigh. Div. li Pau. 
Whan, whanne {adv.) When. Tyr. 
Which {pro.) V 7. Who. fFic. 
Wighte («.) 175. Weight. Tyr. 

Willynge («.) II 10. Supplication. This word feems to have the fame 
meaning in Raftell's Chronicle : ** His lordes in Normandye fent unto 
** kyng Henry [the firft] his brother wyllynge for to come into Normandye.*' 

Wite (v.) 285. Know. Tyr. 

With {prep.) 271. See the note. 

Withfeye {v.) VI 47. Deny. Tyr. 

Wityngly {adv.) 46. Knowingly. D'tv. li Pau. 

Wole {v.) WiU. Wolde {pret,) Would. Tyr. 

Wommanhcde («.) VI 30. Womanly dignity. Tyr. 

Wone («.) 294. Heap. Tyr. 

Woot (v.) Know, Knows, Knew. Tyr. Wot and Wote. 
Wooft. 361. Knoweft. 

Wowid 
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Wowid (v.) i88. Wooed. Tyr. 

Wrecchc («.) 63. A wretch. fVic. 

Wrenches («.j 378. Quirks. Tyr. 

Wrooth 431. Chagrined. There are many paflages in L. and in Hylt. 
where this fenfe feems much more applicable to wroth ^ than that of angry. 
It probably has the fame meaning too in Barclay's Ship 9/ FqoIs: 

Be the poore wroth^ or be he well apayde. 



Y. 

Y is frequently prefixt to verbs and participles without altering their fignifi- 
cation. This practice very much prevail! in Lydgate's Troy-book. 

Y [pro.) 177. VI 54. I. rvic. 
Yate («.) 178. VI 9. Gate. Tyr. 
Y-doon [part.) VI 58. Done. R. G. 

Ye («.) 98. Eye. Yen. (plur.) 97. VI 26. There was formerly great 
variation in the manner of fpelling this noun : nor has the editor met 
with it any where exadily fimilar to that of the Mf. Then in the Mf. of 
Lydgate*s Legend of Seinte Afar gar ete comes the neareft. 

Yeer (».) 1 10. VI 68. and Yere. VI 58. Years. Tyr. 

Yemen (v.) 39. Earneftly defire. Tyr. 

Yeve [v.) Ill 30. Give. Yeveth. II 4. Tyr. 

Y-holde {part.) 184. Holden. L. 

Yiftes («.) 366. Gifts. L. 

Y-maad {part.) 203. Made. L. 

Ynow 
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Y-meeved (part.) 391. A£luated. L, 

T'tneeved only of trouth and of refon. 

Storie of Thebes. 
Ynow (adv.) 145. 291* Enough. Tyr. 
Yore {adv.) 29. Of a long time. Tyr. 
Yovcn {part of yeve.) 99. Given. Tipt. 
Y-rooted {part.) 94, Rooted. L. 
Y-tuggcd {part.) 197. Conveyed. M. L* D. Teogan, ducert. 
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